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Westward Expansion and Manifest Destiny

Jacksonian Democracy
Jacksonian Democracy refers to the period of time (perhaps 1828-1840) dominated by the controversial presidency
of Andrew Jackson (1829-1837), and characterized by expanding democratization, the rise of the common man, and
increased white male suffrage.
Andrew Jackson, a westerner and the hero of the Battle of New Orleans (1815), ran for the presidency in 1824.
Initially, five candidates attempted to attain the presidency: John C. Calhoun, William Crawford, Henry Clay,
Andrew Jackson, and John Quincy Adams. All were 'Democratic-Republicans'. Calhoun dropped out and instead ran
for Vice President, which he won. Crawford might have won had he not suffered a paralyzing stroke. Andrew
Jackson won the popular and electoral votes, but since he only got a plurality and not a majority, the decision on who
would become president went to the House of Representatives. The House voted for John Quincy Adams instead,
which cost Jackson the election of 1824. Although this was a temporary defeat, it helped to rally the public behind
Jackson and was one of the factors that contributed to Jackson's victory in 1828. Here is a table from the Wikipedia
article on the election:

Election results

Presidential Candidate Party State Popular Vote: Electoral Vote:

John Quincy Adams Democratic-Republican Massachusetts 108,740 84

Andrew Jackson Democratic-Republican Tennessee 153,544 99

William Harris Crawford Democratic-Republican Georgia 46,618 41

Henry Clay Democratic-Republican Kentucky 47,136 37

Vice Presidential Candidate Party State Popular Vote: Electoral Vote:

John Caldwell Calhoun Democratic-Republican South Carolina Unknown 182

Nathan Sanford Democratic-Republican New York Unknown 30

Nathaniel Macon Democratic-Republican North Carolina Unknown 24

Andrew Jackson Democratic-Republican Tennessee Unknown 13

Martin Van Buren Democratic-Republican New York Unknown 9

Henry Clay Democratic-Republican Kentucky Unknown 2

Caroline Affair
The Caroline Affair (also known as the Caroline case) was a series of events beginning in 1837 that strained relations
between the United States and Britain. A group of Canadian rebels, led by William Lyon Mackenzie, seeking a
Canadian republic, had been forced to flee to the United States after leading the failed Upper Canada Rebellion in
Upper Canada (now Ontario). They took refuge on Navy Island on the Canadian side of the Niagara River, which
separates the two counties (between Ontario and New York). American sympathizers, who considered the rebellion a
belated continuation of the American Revolutionary War, supplied them with money, provisions, and arms via the
steamboat SS Caroline. On December 29, Canadian loyalist Colonel Sir Allan MacNab ordered a party of militia to
cross the river and set the Caroline ablaze. Finding her docked at Fort Schlosser, New York, (near the current Power
Authority intakes), they seized her, towed her into the current, set her afire and cast her adrift over Niagara Falls,
killing one American (Amos Durfree) in the process. It was reported that dozens of Americans were killed as they
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were trapped on board, although the ship had been abandoned before being set adrift. In response on May 29, 1838
American forces burned British steamer Sir Robert Peel while it was in the United States. The tensions were
ultimately settled by the Webster-Ashburton Treaty. President Martin Van Buren sent General Winfield Scott to
prevent further American incursions into Canada.This incident has been used to establish the principle of
"anticipatory self-defense" in international politics, which holds that military action may be justified by the mere
threat of armed attack.

Indian Removal and Massacre
The United States, as it expanded to the west, forcibly removed or killed many Native Americans from their lands as
it violated the treaties and Indian rights which both parties had agreed upon. In this way, the concerns of white
landowners were considered above the interests of the Indians. In Georgia, for instance, the governor ordered the
Cherokee to vacate their lands so the territory would be able to be redistributed to poor Georgians. The Cherokee
refused, as they contended that a treaty with the United States that had been signed earlier guaranteed their right to
the land. Through a friend of the tribe, they brought their case all the way to the Supreme Court.
In 1832, when Andrew Jackson was President, the Supreme Court ruled that Georgia had acted unconstitutionally.
However, Jackson refused to enforce the Court's ruling. Meanwhile, Congress had passed the Indian Removal Act,
which granted refuge to Native Americans who relocated to territory west of the Mississippi.The Native Americans
could have stayed and became citizens of their home states. The removal was suppose to be peaceful and by their
own will, but Jackson forced them to go west.
The Cherokee were forced out of Georgia and had to endure a brutal and deadly trip to the area comprising
present-day Oklahoma, a journey which they called the "Trail of Tears." Between 2,000 and 4,000 of the 16,000
migrating Cherokees died during the journey, including women, children, and elderly members of the tribe.The
conditions were horrible. They were exposed to disease and starvation on their way to the makeshift forts that they
would live in. The Cherokees weren't the only tribe that was forced to leave their homelands. The Choctaws, Creeks,
Seminoles, and Chickasaws were also forced to migrate west. The Choctaws were forced to move first in the winter
of 1831 and 1832 and many would die on the forced march. The Creek nation would resist the government in
Alabama until 1836 but the army eventually pushed them towards Oklahoma. In the end the Natives forced to move
traded about 100 million acres for about 32 million acres and about 65 million dollars total for all Native tribes
forced to move. This forced relocation of the American Indians was only a chapter in the cruelty given to the Natives
by the American government. These forced migrations would have a terrible effect on the Natives as many were
victim to disease, starvation, and death.
Seminole Wars
In Florida the Seminole Nation resisted forced migration. Oscela who was the leader of the Seminoles waged a fierce
guerrilla war against federal troops in 1835. The Seminole forces included Creeks, Seminoles, and even African
Americans. Oscela would be captured by the US Army under a white flag truce and he would die in a POW camp in
1838. However the Seminoles continued to fight under Chief Coacoochee and other leaders. Finally in 1842 the US
would cease the removal efforts. the Seminoles would remain in Florida to this day near the Everglades.

The National Bank and the Panic of 1837
Andrew Jackson hated the National Bank for a variety of reasons. Proud of being a self-made "common" man, he
argued that the bank favored the wealthy. A Westerner, he feared the expansion of Eastern business interests and the
draining of specie from the West, so he portrayed the bank as a "hydra-headed" monster. A nationalist, he distrusted
foreign members of the bank board and argued the bank could not be trusted in time of war. Two Senators, Henry
Clay and Daniel Webster, disliked Jackson and wished to see him lose the presidential election of 1832. They
convinced Nicholas Biddle, the president of the Bank, to apply early for a new charter for the bank, even though the
charter would not expire until 1836. Believing many Americans supported the bank, they intended to force Jackson
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to veto the renewal of the charter which might cause him to lose the election. This did not work. Jackson vetoed the
charter, but public opinion did not drop enough for him to lose the election.
Jackson decided to kill the National Bank early. He ordered the Secretary of the Treasury to take the money out of
the national bank and put it in "pet banks," state banks that were friends of Jackson. These pet banks lent out money
to poor farmers, who could not pay the money back.
The result of this whole process was the Panic of 1837, a severe economic depression. Business took a nosedive and
unemployment soared. Prices of commodities rose so high that families could not afford many basic necessities. The
depression lasted six years, as Martin Van Buren, the President elected after Jackson, did almost nothing to ease the
impact of it.
Because of this, the first and only Whig President, William Henry Harrison, was elected. The Whigs were all the
National Republicans along with the Democrats who disliked Jackson. Harrison died of pneumonia four weeks after
his inaugural address, and John Tyler, his Vice President, became President.

Aroostook War
Aroostook War (1838–1839), an undeclared and bloodless war occasioned by the failure of the United States and
Great Britain to determine the northeast boundary between New Brunswick and what is now Maine. After Maine
became a state in 1820, the Maine legislature, jointly with Massachusetts, made grants to settlers along both
branches of the Aroostook River, ignoring British claims to area in Aroostook County. In 1831, the United States
and Great Britain tried to compromise on the boundary by submitting the issue to the king of the Netherlands for
review. An agreement was reached, but the U.S. Senate rejected the plan in 1832. In January 1839, a posse of
Americans entered the disputed area to oust Canadian lumberjacks working in the region. The Canadians arrested the
posse's leader, and within two months 10,000 Maine troops were either encamped along the Aroostook River or were
on their way there. At the insistence of Maine congressmen, the federal government voted to provide a force of
50,000 men and $10 million in the event of war. To prevent a clash, General Winfield Scott was dispatched to
negotiate a truce with the lieutenant governor of New Brunswick. Great Britain, convinced of the seriousness of the
situation, agreed to a boundary commission, whose findings were incorporated in the Webster-Ashburton Treaty
(1842), which also addressed a number of other disputed boundary issues.

John Tyler Presidency
Tyler had once been a Democrat, but he disliked Jackson, and he became a Whig. He was a weak supporter of states'
rights, so when many of the Whig bills came to him, they were never vetoed. It turned out that Tyler would veto the
entire Whig congressional agenda. The Whigs saw this as the party leader turning on his own party. He was
officially expelled from the Whig party in 1841.
Much of the public did not take Tyler's presidency seriously. They saw his lack of appeal in Congress and the
embarrassing resignations of all of but one of Harrison's cabinet appointees in a single month. Tyler did, though, help
polarize the two parties in the US. When he (a non-Whig) appointed John C. Calhoun, a staunch pro-slavery
Democrat, as his Secretary of State, he essentially confirmed a growing feeling that Democrats were the party of the
South and Whigs the party of the North.
The Tyler presidency threw the Whig party into disarray. Because of divisions between past groups which joined the
party, the Whigs could not agree on one goal. In the election of 1844, Whigs voted by sectional ties, and because of
these weakening divisions within the party, the Democratic candidate, James Polk, won. After one term, the Whigs
were out of power.



Westward Expansion and Manifest Destiny 4

Manifest Destiny
Instead of opposing the anti-Native American policies, many white Americans supported them. Citizens of the States
were led to believe that the United States was destined to take over the continent of North America. Some felt that
such was white America's destiny due to the appeal of freedom and democracy. Many of the white Americans felt
that it was up to them to further develop the lifestyles of the Hispanics and Native Americans. They believed that
these other simple living races were incapable of technologically and spiritually advancing into the future. The entire
concept that the United States was destined to rule was termed "manifest destiny" by John O' Sullivan in
1845.[source needed] In the process of Manifest Destiny, many societies were displaced or killed by white settlers
moving west. However, the expansion of the US to the West was largely due to confronting France with the
inevitability of the "Louisiana Purchase" and the defeat of the Spanish and Mexicans in a succession of skirmishes
and wars. Manifest Destiny helped the government pass legislation such as the Homestead Act.

Amistad Case
In February of 1839, Portuguese slave hunters abducted a large group of Africans from Sierra Leone and shipped
them to Havana, Cuba, a center for the slave trade. This abduction violated all of the treaties then in existence.
Fifty-three Africans were purchased by two Spanish planters and put aboard the Cuban schooner Amistad for
shipment to a Caribbean plantation. On July 1, 1839, the Africans seized the ship, killed the captain and the cook,
and ordered the planters to sail to Africa. On August 24, 1839, the Amistad was seized off Long Island, NY, by the
U.S. brig Washington. The planters were freed and the Africans were imprisoned in New Haven, CT, on charges of
murder. Although the murder charges were dismissed, the Africans continued to be held in confinement as the focus
of the case turned to salvage claims and property rights. President Van Buren was in favor of extraditing the Africans
to Cuba. However, abolitionists in the North opposed extradition and raised money to defend the Africans. Claims to
the Africans by the planters, the government of Spain, and the captain of the brig led the case to trial in the Federal
District Court in Connecticut. The court ruled that the case fell within Federal jurisdiction and that the claims to the
Africans as property were not legitimate because they were illegally held as slaves. The case went to the Supreme
Court in January 1841, and former President John Quincy Adams argued the defendants' case. Adams defended the
right of the accused to fight to regain their freedom. The Supreme Court decided in favor of the Africans, and 35 of
them were returned to their homeland. The others died at sea or in prison while awaiting trial. The result, widely
publicized court cases in the United States helped the abolitionist movement.

Problems with Industrialization
In 1850 the start of the Second Industrial Revolution gave birth to many steam-powered inventions such as ships,
train engines, and later in the 1900s the combustible engine. But all of these advancements came with a cost. It
increased pollution and led to widespread worker exploitation. It wasn't unusual for children to be used as laborers in
these factories. In fact most of the workers in the factories in 1833-1844 were children. Children were payed
significantly less than adults for the same work and hours and conditions in the factories were horrendous. Many
young workers would develop lung cancer from over exposure to carbon monoxide and many died in the machines
while working on them due to poor safety standards. In short, industrialization did not come without pain and
suffering.
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Compromise of 1850
The Compromise of 1850 was an intricate package of five bills, passed in September 1850, defusing a four-year
confrontation between the slave states of the South and the free states of the North that arose following the
Mexican-American War (1846–1848). The compromise, drafted by Whig Henry Clay and brokered by Democrat
Stephen Douglas avoided secession or civil war at the time and quieted sectional conflict for four years. The
Compromise was greeted with relief, although each side disliked specific provisions. Texas surrendered its claim to
New Mexico but received debt relief and the Texas Panhandle, and retained the control over El Paso that it had
established earlier in 1850. The South avoided the humiliating Wilmot Proviso but did not receive desired Pacific
territory in Southern California or a guarantee of slavery south of a territorial compromise line like the Missouri
Compromise Line or the 35th parallel north. As compensation, the South received the possibility of slave states by
popular sovereignty in the new New Mexico Territory and Utah Territory, which, however, were unsuited to
plantation agriculture and populated by non-Southerners; a stronger Fugitive Slave Act, which in practice outraged
Northern public opinion; and preservation of slavery in the national capital, although the slave trade was banned
there except in the portion of the District of Columbia that rejoined Virginia. The Compromise became possible after
the sudden death of President Zachary Taylor, who, although a slave owner himself, tried to implement the Northern
policy of excluding slavery from the Southwest. Whig leader Henry Clay designed a compromise, which failed to
pass in early 1850. In the next session of Congress, Democratic Senator Stephen Douglas (Illinois) narrowly passed a
slightly modified package over opposition by extremists on both sides, including Senator John C. Calhoun of South
Carolina.

Texas and Mexico
Mexico won independence from Spain in 1821. Weakened by more than a decade of struggle, the new Republic of
Mexico attempted to attract settlers from the United States to the then-sparsely populated Mexican state of Coahuila
y Texas. The first white settlers were 200 families led by Stephen F. Austin as a part of a business venture started by
Austin's father. Despite nominal attempts to ensure that immigrants would be double penetrated with Mexican
cultural values -- by requiring, for example, acceptance of Catholicism and a ban on slave holding -- Mexico's
immigration policy led to the whites, rather than Mexicans, becoming the demographic majority in Texas by the
1830's, their beliefs and American values intact.
Due to past US actions in Texas, Mexico feared that white Americans would convince the United States to annex
Texas and Mexico. In April 1830, Mexico issued a proclamation that people from the United States could no longer
enter Texas. Mexico also would start to place custom duties on goods from the United States. In October 1835, white
colonists in Texas revolted against Mexico by attacking a Mexican fort at Goliad, defeating the Mexican garrison. At
about the same time, the Mexican president and dictator, Antonio López de Santa Anna, provoked a constitutional
crisis that was among the causes of the revolt in Texas, as well as a rebellion in the southern Mexican province of
Yucután. An official declaration of Texas independence was signed at Goliad that December. The next March, the
declaration was officially enacted at the Texan capital of Washington-on-the-Brazos, creating the Republic of Texas.
A few days before the enactment of the declaration, a Mexican force led by General Antonio López de Santa Anna
laid siege to the Alamo, a mission in present day San Antonio. Vastly outnumbered, fewer than 200 Texans at San
Antonio de Béxa, renamed the Alamo, held out for 12 days, until the final attack at dawn on March 6, 1836. Santa
Anna, as he had promised during the siege, killed the few prisoners taken in the capture. Though the Alamo had been
garrisoned in contravention of orders from Sam Houston, who had been placed in charge of Texan armed forces, the
delay their defense forced on the Mexican army allowed the Texan government some crucial time to organize.
The next month saw the battle of San Jacinto, the final battle of the Texas Revolution. A force of 800 led by Sam
Houston, empowered by their rallying war cry of "Remember the Alamo!", defeated Santa Anna's force of 1600 as
they camped beside the sluggish creek for which the 20-minute-long battle is named. Santa Anna himself was
captured and the next day was tortured to sign the Treaties of Velasco, which ended Mexico-Texas hostilities. After
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the fighting had ended, Texas asked to be admitted to the Union, but Texas's request forced Congress to an impasse.

Evolution of the Mexican territory.

One of the most significant problems with the annexation of Texas was
slavery. Despite Mexican attempts to exclude the practice, a number of
white-Texans held slaves, and the new Republic of Texas recognized
the practice as legitimate. In the United States, The Missouri
Compromise of 1818 provided for an equality in the numbers of slave
and non-slave states in the US, and to allow Texas to join would upset
that power balance. For about ten years, the issue was unresolved, until
President James Polk agreed to support the annexation of Texas. In
1845, Texas formally voted to join the US. The Mexicans, however,
who had never formally recognized Texas's independence, resented
this decision.
The southern boundary with Texas had never officially been settled
and when the United States moved federal troops into this disputed
territory, war broke out (assisted by raids carried out across the border by both sides). In the Mexican-American
War, as this was called, the US quickly defeated the Mexican Army by 1848. The peace settlement, called the Treaty
of Guadalupe Hidalgo, ceded one-third of Mexico's territory to the United States. In addition to Texas, with the
border fixed at the Rio Grande River, the United States acquired land that would become the present-day states of
New Mexico, California, Arizona, Colorado, Nevada, Utah, and parts of Colorado and Wyoming; the US paid
Mexico $15 million. However, the new territories posed even more problems relating to slavery: the balance
between slave and non-slave states seemed threatened again.

Oregon
In 1824 and 1825 Russia gave up its claim to Oregon. Both the U.S. and Canada made an agreement for joint
occupation. However disputes surfaced over the northwestern boundary of the US and the southwestern boundary of
Canada. The US claimed that it owned land south of Alaska, while the British claimed that the boundary was drawn
at present-day Oregon. President Polk, who initiated the dispute, also settled it. Britain was given an ultimatum -
negotiate or go to war. Britain decided to keep Vancouver Island as well as navigation rights to the Columbia River,
and on June 15, 1846 Britain agreed to give up the land south of the 49th parallel. However, by comparing this to
Polk's greater aggressiveness in Mexico, several individuals concluded that Polk favored the South over the North.
Oregon Trail

Not every encounter with Native Americans and white settlers was violent. During twenty years after 1840 around
250,000 to 500,000 people walked across most of the continent on foot, and the trek took an average of seven
months. Most of these settlers were armed in preparation for Native attack; however most of the encounters with the
Natives were peaceful. Most of the starting points were along the Missouri River. These starting points included
Independence, St. Joseph, and Westport MO. Many settlers set out on organized wagon trains or, in some situations,
on their own. The settlers timed their departure so they could still reach their intended destination in time for their
livestock to graze but not too late as to necessitate travel during the harsh winter. Settlers would usually cover a good
15 miles a day on foot walking along their wagons. The weather that these men and women endured ranged between
extreme heat and frozen winters in their 2,000 mile journey to the west. Trail life was exhausting in all aspects and
only the strong could finish the trail. Although most interactions between Natives and settlers were peaceful
sometimes things could go bad. If either side attempted to swindle the other then relationships between the whites
and the Natives grew negatively not just for the individuals but for both societies. Eventually hostile relations
between the Natives and whites would escalate into full blown war and many years of bloodshed.

http://en.wikibooks.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AMexico_states_evolution.gif
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California
When war broke out between the United States and Mexico in 1845, a few white settlers in the Sacramento Valley in
the Mexican state of California seized the opportunity to advance white business interests by declaring independence
from Mexico despite the wishes of many Mexicans and natives present in California. Before the arrival of
Europeans, scholars place the population of California at 10 million natives. The sparsely populated Bear Flag
Republic, as the new nation was called, quickly asked the US for protection from Mexico, allowing US military
operations in the new Republic's territory. As skirmishes occurred in California, Mexicans suffered many abuses at
the hands of the new white government.
When the war ended, the California territory and a large surrounding territory were ceded by Mexico to the US in
exchange for $15 million. The territory included what would become present day California, Nevada, Utah, most of
New Mexico, Arizona, and Colorado and a small part of Wyoming. The continental US was nearly complete. The
final piece would come in 1853, when southern Arizona and New Mexico were bought from Mexico for $10 million.
The land from the purchase, known as the Gadsden Purchase, was well suited for building a southern
transcontinental railroad.
In 1848 gold was found at the mill of John Sutter, who lived in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada mountain range, 40
miles east of Sacramento. Word of the gold on the American River (the river on which Sutter's mill was located on)
spread, and hordes of people rushed into California to mine gold. The rush peaked in 1849, and those who came
during that year were known as "forty-niners." The population of the northern California city of San Francisco
exploded as a result of the immigration to the region.
Many immigrants that joined the Gold Rush did not find opportunity but rather discrimination at the hands of white
prospectors and newly changed government. One of these, Joaquin Murrieta, known as the Mexican Robin Hood,
had become a bandit and hero of those still loyal to Mexico. As a reaction the Governor of California, John Bigler,
formed the California Rangers. This group went after and allegedly found Murrieta and his companions. They cut off
his head, which was later put on display. Many still doubt whether the person the California Rangers decapitated was
actually Murrieta or some other poor soul. Be that as it may, the memory of Murrieta is still much loved and
respected by Mexican Americans today.
Apart from being gained by a handful of very lucky prospectors, a great deal of the wealth generated by the Gold
Rush belonged to those who owned businesses that were relevant to gold mining. For example, Levi Strauss, a
German Jew, invented denim pants for prospectors when he observed that normal pants could not withstand the
strenuous activities of mining. Strauss eventually became a millionaire, and the Levi's brand still is recognized today.

Utah War
In U.S. history, there were a number of conflicts between Mormons and the U.S. government. In the spring of 1857,
President James Buchanan appointed a non-Mormon, Alfred Cumming, as governor of the Utah Territory, replacing
Brigham Young, and dispatched troops to enforce the order. The Mormons prepared to defend themselves and their
property; Young declared martial law and issued an order on Sept. 15, 1857, forbidding the entry of U.S. troops into
Utah. The order was disregarded, and throughout the winter sporadic raids were conducted by the Mormon militia
against the encamped U.S. army. Buchanan dispatched (Apr., 1858) representatives to work out a settlement, and on
June 26, the army entered Salt Lake City, Cumming was installed as governor, and peace was restored.
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Public Schools and Education
The Board of Education in Massachusetts was established in 1837. It is the oldest state board in the United States. Its
responsibilities are to interpret and implement laws that have something to do with public education in the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Public education in the Commonwealth is organized by the regulations adopted
by the Board of Education, which are good faith interpretations of Massachusetts and federal law.[1] The Board of
Education was also responsible for granting and renewing school applications, developing and implementing the
Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System, submitting yearly budget proposals for public education to the
Massachusetts General Court, setting standards for teachers, as well certifying them and principals, superintendents,
and monitoring all achievements of underperforming districts in Commonwealth. There was a reform movement
about public education. The leader of this movement was Horace Mann, a Massachusetts lawyer and reformer. He
supported free, tax supported education to replace church schools and the private schools set up by untrained, young
men. Mann proposed universal education, which would help Americanize immigrants. During Mann’s tenure as
secretary of the Massachusetts Board of Education from 1837 to 1848, Massachusetts led the common school
movement brought training for teachers, lengthened school years and raised the teachers pay to attract people to that
profession.[2]

Dred Scott v. Stanford - 1857
Dred Scott was an African-American slave who sued unsuccessfully for his freedom in 1857. His case was based on
both him and his wife Harriet were slaves in both Illinois and Minnesota where state and territory laws made slavery
illegal. Dred and Harriet started this lawsuit in the year of 1846. They started with two separate cases, one in Dred's
name and one in Harriet's. Harriet had just as much desire or more to help free her family. She had two teenage
daughters to protect and Dred was becoming very sick. After some time past, their cases were pushed into one. In the
year 1851, a decision was made that the state courts were to make the decisions about the status of blacks who lived
in their jurisdiction. After many years and hesitation, the Supreme Court agreed to hear the case.[3] The United States
Supreme Court ruled 7-2 in favor of the slave master, citing precedent that found that he nor his wife could claim
citizenship in the United States. Since he wasn't a citizen, he could not make a claim in Federal Court. Under the
Missouri Compromise of 1854, his temporary residence outside of Missouri did not immediate emancipate him,
since the owner would be unfairly deprived of property.

Ostend Manifesto
Southern slave owners had a special interest in Spanish-held Cuba. Slavery existed on the island, but a recent
rebellion in Haiti spurred some Spanish officials to consider emancipation. The Southerners did not want freed
slaves so close to their shores and others thought Manifest Destiny should be extended to Cuba. In 1854 three
American diplomats, Pierre Soulé (minister to Spain), James Buchanan (minister to Britain), and John Y. Mason
(minister to France) met in Ostend, Belgium. Representing the views of many Southern Democrats, the diplomats
issued a warning to Spain that it must sell Cuba to the United States or risk having it taken by force. This statement
had not been authorized by the Franklin Pierce administration and was immediately repudiated. Reaction, both at
home and abroad, was extremely negative.
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Women's History of the Period

Mt. Holyoke
Mt. Holyoke was the first women's college that was founded in 1837 by Mary Lyon. It is a liberal arts college in
South Hadley, Massachusetts. Mt. Holyoke was listed 47th among Forbes list of America's Best Colleges in 2009.
The school was also ranked number one in a Princeton University review for Best Classroom Experience in 2010.

Declaration of Sentiments
1848 marked the year of the Declaration of Sentiments; it was a document written as a plea for the end of
discrimination against women in all spheres of Society. Main credit is given to Elizabeth Cady Stanton for writing
the document. The document was presented at the first women's rights convention held a Seneca Falls, New York.
Though the convention was attended by 300 women and men, only 100 of them actually signed the document which
included; 68 women and 32 men.

Elizabeth Blackwell
In 1849 Elizabeth Blackwell became the first woman to receive a medical degree. She attended Geneva College in
New York and graduated on January 23, 1849. Even though she had her medical degree she was still banned from
practicing in most hospitals. She then relocated to Paris, France and continued her training as a midwife instead of a
physician. While in Paris she contracted an eye infection from a small baby that forced her to lose her right eye. It
was replaced by a glass eye which ended her medical career.

Missouri v. Celia
This murder trial took place in Calloway County, Missouri beginning October 9, 1855. It involved a slave woman
named Celia and her master Robert Newsome. After being purchased at the age of 14 in 1850 Celia bore two of her
masters children. Soon after becoming intimate with another slave while still being sought after by her master Celia
became pregnant. On June 23, 1855, Feeling unwell from the pregnancy, Celia pleaded with her master to let her
rest; when Newsome ignored her pleas she struck him twice in the head with a heavy stick. She then spent the night
burning his corpse in her fireplace and griding the smaller bones into pieces with a rock. Although Missouri statutes
forbade anyone "to take any woman unlawfully against her will and by force, menace or duress, compel her to be
defiled," the judge residing over the case instructed the jury that Celia, being enslaved, did not fall within the
meaning of "any woman" thus since the "sexual abuser" was her master the murder was not justified on the claim of
self-defense. Celia was found guilty of the crime on October 10, 1855 and was sentenced to be hanged. The case still
remains significant in history because it graphically illustrates the dreadful truth that enslaved women had absolutely
no recourse when it came to being raped by their masters.

Rebellion at Harper's Ferry, Virginia

John Brown
John Brown was an abolitionist born in Connecticut on May 19, 1800. He grew up in Ohio, where his father worked
as a tanner and a minister near Oberlin, Ohio. His father preached anti-slavery and John Brown learned his
abolitionist ways from his father. He married twice, his first wife died while giving birth to their 7th child together.
When he remarried, he had 13 more children for a total of 20. 11 of the 20 children made it to adulthood. He started
several failed business venture and land deals in Ohio and Massachusetts, before settling in a mixed community with
both black and white settlers, North Elba, New York for $1 an acre in 1848. He lived there peacefully until the mid
1850s when he received word from two of his sons who had relocated to Kansas that they were in dire need of guns
to defend themselves from attack from the Border Ruffians of Missouri. After a couple of failed defense efforts,
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Brown left the Kansas area to avoid prosecution for the Pottawatomie massacre and moved back east where he
planned a more effective way to destroy slavery in America forever.

Brown's Raid On Harper's Ferry
After the troubles in Kansas, Brown began putting a plan into operation. The plan involved gathering a battalion of
men, monetary investment to fund the operation, sharps rifles, and a thousand pikes. Brown planned to attack a
lightly defended armory in Northern Virginia at Harper's Ferry. The armory contained over 100,000 muskets and
rifles. With the weapons seized at the armory, Brown planned on arming an army of slaves freed by his personal
army as it swept through the South. In a town that didn't have many plantations, Brown did not expect much
resistance from the local townspeople, but he underestimated their resolve. On October 16, 1859, Brown carried out
his raid, which he figured to be the beginning of his revolution. He did not however get the manpower that he
thought would be assembled for the raid. He expected a battalion of 450 men to support the raid, but he went in with
a group of 20 men, including 2 of his sons. They overtook the single nightwatchmen readily and killed multiple
townspeople on the way into the armory including a free black man who stumbled onto their plot. Once in the
armory, the townspeople formed a militia and surrounded Brown and his raiders in the armory. After being besieged
in the armory for 2 days, the US Army sent in a detachment of Marines from Washington, D.C. since they were the
closest physically to Harper's Ferry. The marines, led by Robert E. Lee, stormed the armory and in a 3 minute battle,
10 of Brown's men were killed. Brown and 6 others were taken alive and imprisoned awaiting trial. The trial was
swift, and 5 of the raiders including Brown were hung before the end of the year. 3 others were killed in 1860 shortly
after the first 5.

Panic of 1857
The Panic of 1857 introduced the United States, at least in a small way, to the intricate dealings of the worldwide
economy. On the same day that the Central America wrecked, Cincinnati's Ohio Life Insurance and Trust Company
ceased operation thanks to embezzlement. News of the twin disasters spread quickly, in part because of the telegraph
now becoming common. Investors, including British investors, began to withdraw money from Wall Street in
massive numbers. Bank failures increased, mostly in the industrial Northeast and New England states, while the
West and South, still more dependent on agriculture, seemed to weather the storm better. There were many
underlying causes for the Panic of 1857, and by the time the twin disasters occurred the United States was well on its
way into the economic downturn. For 3 years the Crimean War had involved European and Asian countries which
increase foreign dependence on American agriculture. The return of the men and land to agricultural production
meant an abundance of crops in 1857 which led to falling prices for farm goods. Land speculation, too, had become
rampant throughout the United States. This led to an unsustainable expansion of the railroads. As investment money
dried up, the land speculation collapsed, as did many of the railroads shortly thereafter. Attempts were made by the
federal government to remedy the situation. A bank holiday was declared in October, 1857 and Secretary of the
Treasury Howell Cobb recommended the government selling revenue bonds and reducing the tariff (Tariff of 1857).
By 1859 the country was slowly pulling out of the downturn, but the effect lasted until the opening shots of the Civil
War.

Election of 1860
By 1860, the Republican party had become the party of abolition. The Republican party selected Abraham Lincoln
of Illinois as their presidential candidate, and Hannibal Hamlin of Maine as the vice-presidential candidate. The
Democratic party had separated into separate factions. The main party or the Northern Democrats could not
immediately decide on a candidate, and after several votes, their nominating convention was postponed when the
southern delegates walked out of the convention. When they eventually resumed, they decided on Stephen Douglas
of Illinois as their candidate. Their first vice-presidential candidate, Benjamin Fitzpatrick dropped his name from
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consideration once his home state of Alabama seceded from the Union. His replacement was Herschel Johnson of
Georgia. The Southern delegates from the Democratic party selected their own candidate to run for president. John
C. Breckenridge of Kentucky with Joseph Lane of Oregon as their vice-presidential candidate. Former Whigs and
Southern Republicans who supported the union over the slavery issue formed the Constitutional Union party.
Tennessee senator John Bell was chosen as the Constitutional Union party presidential candidate, over former Texas
governor Sam Houston. Harvard President Edward Everett was chosen as the vice-presidential candidate. Abraham
Lincoln wins the election with only 40% of the vote, but split up four ways, it lead to a landslide victory in the
Electoral College. Lincoln garnered 180 electoral votes without being listed on any of the ballot of any of the future
secessionist states in the deep south except for Virginia where he received 1.1% of the vote. Stephen Douglas won
just under 30% of the popular vote, but only carried 2 states for a total of 12 electoral votes. John Breckenridge
carried every state in the deep south and Maryland and Delaware for a total of 72 electoral votes. Bell carried the
border slave states of Kentucky, Virginia and Tennessee for a total of 39 electoral votes. Except for the election of
1824 where the House of Representatives chose John Quincy Adams as President when no candidate received a
majority of the Electoral College votes, no President in US History has won with a smaller percentage of the popular
vote. Within 2 months of the election before Lincoln is inaugurated, Southern states began secession from the United
States.

Mark Twain (Samuel Clemens 1835-1910)
Samuel Langhorne Clemens, for nearly half a century known and celebrated as “Mark Twain”, was born in the small 
town called Florida, Missouri on November 30, 1835. He was the fifth surviving child of John and Jane Clemens. 
Mark’s father John, a lawyer by profession, moved the family to Missouri from Jamestown, Tennessee five months 
before Mark’s birth. Samuel, a family name, was a very puny child that didn’t make a very sturdy fight for life 
(Ward). Four years after his birth his father lost interest in Florida, so he moved his family 35 miles east to the town 
of Hannibal, Missouri, which is now known for being the home of Mark Twain. Hannibal was a growing port city 
that lay along the banks of the Mississippi and was a frequent stop for steam boats traveling from St. Louis and New 
Orleans. Mark’s schooling was brief and of a desultory kind. It ended when his father died of pneumonia; he was 
only 12 years old. Mark left school to become a printer’s apprentice for his older brother, Orion. Mark first started 
writing in his brother’s paper, usually published when his brother was absent because it would end up getting him in 
trouble. He worked for his brother until he turned 17 and then he took a job as a printer in St. Louis. While in St. 
Louis, Mark became a river pilot’s apprentice. He became a licensed river pilot in 1858. He became one of the best 
and most careful pilots on the river. His pen name Mark Twain comes from his days as a river pilot. It is a river term 
which means two fathoms or 12-feet when the depth of water for a boat is being sounded. “Mark Twain” means it is 
safe to navigate. While in the west Mark began his writing again. He was offered a job in Aurora, California where 
he was paid 25 dollars a week. He picked up news items here and there, and contributed occasional sketches, 
burlesques, hoaxes, and other items. It was when he was sent to cover legislature in Carson City that he first started 
signing his articles as Mark Twain. After becoming involved in a duel, he left Carson City and went to Angels Camp 
where he did some mining. He continued doing miscellaneous work until 1866, when he became employed by the 
Sacramento Union to contribute a series of letters from the Sandwich Islands. Once he had enough money he decided 
to visit his people. He set out east in December 1866. He went and saw his mother and sister and then went to New 
York. He started working for New York Tribune until he got married in 1870. Mark’s own family started in 1870 
when he married Olivia Langdon. She came from a wealthy, but liberal family. They lived in Buffalo, New York 
from 1869 to 1871. Their first child died from diphtheria at 19 months. Twain then moved his family to Hartford, 
Connecticut. Olivia gave birth to three daughters, Susy, Clara, and Jean. Susy and Jean both died in their twenties. 
Mark and Olivia were married for 34 years until she died in 1904. His daughter Clara lived to be 88 years old and 
she had one daughter who died. This means there are no living descendants of Mark Twain. “My books are like 
water; those of the great geniuses are wine everybody drinks water”. This quote of Twain’s fits his literary works 
well. Twain might not be the smartest or best literary writer of all time but he is a part of American Literary history.
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Every year thousands of schools have their students read his books. His rise to fame began with his story “The
Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County” which appeared in the New York Saturday Press on November 18,
1865. Twain’s first book was “The Innocents Abroad” which was published in 1869. He wrote “The Adventures of
Tom Sawyer” in 1876 and “The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn” in 1885. He wrote 28 books and numerous short
stories, letters and sketches.
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Civil War

Politics Before The War
In the presidential election of 1860 the Republican Party nominated Abraham Lincoln as its candidate. Many
Republicans believed that Lincoln's election would prevent any further spread of slavery. The party also promised a
tariff for the protection of industry and pledged the enactment of a law granting free homesteads to settlers who
would help in the opening of the West. The Democrats were not united. Southerners split from the party and
nominated Vice President John C. Breckenridge of Kentucky for president. Stephen A. Douglas was the nominee of
northern Democrats. Diehard Whigs from the border states formed the Constitutional Union Party and nominated
John C. Bell of Tennessee. Lincoln and Douglas competed for electoral votes in the North, and Breckenridge and
Bell competed in the South. Although Lincoln won only 39 percent of the popular vote he won a clear majority of
180 electoral votes. Lincoln won all 18 free states. Bell won Tennessee, Kentucky and Virginia; Breckenridge took
the other slave states except for Missouri, which was won by Douglas. Despite his poor electoral showing, Douglas
trailed only Lincoln in the popular vote. Lincoln's election, along with the fact that southerners now believed they no
longer had a political voice in Washington, ensured South Carolina's secession. Other southern states followed suit,
claiming that they were no longer bound by the Union because the northern states had in effect broken a
constitutional contract by not honoring southerner's right to own slaves as property. Historians would later
characterize the Civil War as our nation's true revolution and eventual fulfillment of the Declaration of
Independence's promise that "all men are created equal."

Causes of the Civil War
The top five causes of the Civil War were:
•• The fundamental disagreement between advocates of slave ownership and abolitionists.
•• The conflict between the North and South over the extent of each state's rights within the Union
•• Social and Economic differences between the North and South
•• Whether it was constitutional to secede from the Union
• Election of Abraham Lincoln [1]



Civil War 13

Dixie's Constitution
By the end of March, 1861, the Confederacy had created a constitution and elected its first and only president,
Jefferson Davis. The Constitution of the Confederate States of America was the supreme law of the Confederate
States of America, as adopted on March 11, 1861 and in effect through the conclusion of the American Civil War.
The Confederacy also operated under a Provisional Constitution from February 8, 1861 to March 11, 1861.
In regard to most articles of the Constitution, the document is a word-for-word duplicate of the United States
Constitution. The original, hand-written document is currently located in the University of Georgia archives at
Athens, Georgia. The major differences between the two constitutions was the Confederacy's greater emphasis on the
rights of individual member states, and an explicit support of slavery.

Fort Sumter and the Beginning of the War
Several federal forts were seized and converted to Confederate strongholds. By the time of Lincoln's inauguration,
only two major forts had not been taken. On April 11, Confederate General P. G. T. Beauregard demanded that
Union Major Robert Anderson surrender Fort Sumter in Charleston, South Carolina, which was an important fort
because of its strategic position, which was to defend Charleston's harbor. The supplies of the besieged forts would
only last a few weeks. The Union unsuccessfully sent ships to resupply the fort. Beauregard's troops surrounded the
fort which was located on an island outside the bay and opened fire on the fort. A tremendous cannon firefight
ensured that remarkably claimed no casualties. By April 14, Anderson was forced to surrender the fort, and tragically
the first casualties of the War occurred when a Union cannon misfired while the flag was being lowered.
On the very next day, President Lincoln declared formally that the US faced a rebellion. Lincoln called up state
militias and requested volunteers to enlist in the Army. In response to this call and to the surrender of Fort Sumter,
four more states, Virginia, Arkansas, Tennessee, and North Carolina all seceded. The Civil War had begun.
Each side proceeded to determine its strategies. The Confederate Army had a defensive-offensive strategy. The
Confederacy only needed to defend itself and win to gain independence, but occasionally when the conditions were
right, they would strike offensively into the North. Three people who had important roles in Confederate plans, had
different strategies. General Robert Lee claimed that they had to fight the Union head on. Davis however, argued that
they had to fight a solely defensive war. Jackson claimed that they needed to invade Union's important cities first and
defeat the enemy that tires to reclaim the cities.
Meanwhile, the strategy of aging Union General Winfield Scott became popularly known as the Anaconda Plan. The
Anaconda Plan, so named after the South American snake that strangles its victims to death, aimed to defeat the
Confederacy by surrounding it on all sides with a blockade of Southern ports and the swift capture of the Mississippi
River.

First Battle of Bull Run and the Early Stages of the War
Four slave states remained in the Union: Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky, and Missouri. The four border states were
all important, and Lincoln did not want them to join the Confederacy. Missouri controlled parts of the Mississippi
River, Kentucky controlled the Ohio river, and Delaware was close to the important city of Philadelphia. Perhaps the
most important border state was Maryland. It was close to the Confederate capital, Richmond, Virginia, and the
Union capital, Washington, was located between pro-Confederate sections of Maryland and seceded Virginia.
Lincoln knew that he had to be cautious if he did not want these states to join the Confederacy. But they did anyway
(with the exception of Maryland) after the Battle of Fort Sumter.
Both sides had advantages and weaknesses. The North had a greater population, more factories, supplies and more
money than the South. The South had more experienced military leadership, better trained armies, and the advantage
of fighting on familiar territory. Robert E. Lee is a good example because he was called on by president Lincoln
before the civil war began to lead the Union army. But Lee refused and joined the Confederate army because he

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jefferson_Davis
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couldn't fight against his homeland, Virginia after they seceded.
However, the Confederacy faced considerable problems. Support for secession and the war was not unanimous, and
all of the southern states provided considerable numbers of troops for the Union armies. Moreover, the presence of
slavery acted as a drain of southern manpower, as adult males who might otherwise join the army were required to
police the slaves and guard against slavery.
On July 21, 1861, the armies of General Beauregard and Union General Irvin McDowell met at Manassas, Virginia.
At the Battle of Bull Run, the North originally had the upper hand, but Confederate General Thomas Jackson and his
troops blocked Northern progress, Jackson's men began to retreat but Jackson stayed, standing "as a stone wall" (the
origin of the nickname "Stonewall Jackson"). As Confederate reinforcements arrived, McDowell's army began to
retreat in confusion and was defeated thoroughly, causing the North to discard their overly optimistic hopes for quick
victory over the Confederacy. Even though the Confederates achieved victory, General Beauregard did not chase
stragglers. So he was replaced by General Robert E. Lee. Also, General McDowell,who was defeated by
Confederates was replaced by McClellan.
The Union even faced the threat of complete defeat early in the war. The Confederacy appointed two persons as
representatives to the United Kingdom and France. Both of them decided to travel to Europe on a British ship, the
Trent. A Union Captain, Charles Wilkes, seized the ship and forced the Confederate representatives to board the
Union ship. However, Wilkes had violated the neutrality of the United Kingdom. The British demanded apologies,
and Lincoln eventually complied, even releasing the Confederate representatives. Had he failed to do so, the United
Kingdom might have joined with the Confederacy and the Union might have faced a much more difficult fight.

Technology and the Civil War
The Civil War was hallmarked by technological innovations that changed the nature of battle.
The most lethal change was the introduction of rifling to muskets. In previous wars, the maximum effective range of
a musket was between 70 to 110 meters. Muskets, which were smooth bore firearms, weren't accurate beyond that.
Tactics involved moving masses of troops to musket range, firing a volley, and then charging the opposing force
with the bayonet, which is a sword blade attached to a firearm. However, a round (bullet) from an aimed rifled
musket could hit a soldier more than 1300 meters away. This drastically changed the nature of warfare to the
advantage of defenders. Massed attacks were less effective because they could easily be stopped from afar with a
longer range.
The other key changes on land dealt with logistics (the art of military supply) and communications. By 1860, there
were approximately 48,000 kilometers (30,000 miles) of railroad track, mostly in the Northern states. The railroads
meant that supplies need not be obtained from local farms and cities, which meant armies could operate for extended
periods of time without fear of starvation. In addition, armies could be moved across the country quickly, within
days, without marching.
The telegraph is the third of the key technologies that changed the nature of the war. Washington City and
Richmond, the capitals of the two opposing sides, could stay in touch with commanders in the field, passing on
updated intelligence and orders. President Lincoln used the telegraph frequently, as did his chief general, Halleck,
and field commanders such as Grant.
At sea, the greatest innovation was the introduction of ironclad warships. In 1862, the Confederate Navy built the
CSS Virginia on the half-burned hull of the USS Merrimack. This ship, with iron armor, was impervious to cannon
fire that would drive off or sink a wooden ship. The Virginia sank the U.S. frigate Cumberland and could have
broken the blockade of the Federal fleet had it not been for the arrival of the ironclad USS Monitor, built by
Swedish-American John Ericsson. The two met in May 1862 off Hampton Roads, Virginia. The battle was a draw,
but this sufficed for the Union to continue its blockade of the Confederacy: the Virginia had retreated into a bay
where it could not be of much use, and the Confederacy later burned it to prevent Union capture.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RMS_Trent
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Things the Civil War had first
This is a list of things that the U.S. Civil War had first.
•• Railroad artillery
•• A successful submarine
•• A "snorkel" breathing device
•• The periscope, for trench warfare
•• Land-mine fields
•• Field trenches on a greater scale
•• Flame throwers
•• Wire entanglements
•• Military telegraph
•• Naval torpedoes
•• Aerial reconnaissance
•• Antiaircraft fire
•• Repeating rifles
•• Telescopic sights for rifles (Snipers)
•• Long-range rifles for general use
•• Fixed ammunition
•• Ironclad navies
•• A steel ship
•• Revolving gun turrets
•• Military railroads
•• Organized medical and nursing corps
•• Hospital ships
•• Army ambulance corps
•• A workable machine gun
•• Legal voting for servicemen
•• U.S. Secret Service
•• The income tax
•• Withholding tax
•• Tobacco tax
•• Cigarette tax
•• American conscription
•• American bread lines
•• The Medal of Honor
•• A wide-range corps of press correspondents in war zones aka battlefield correspondents
•• Photography of battles and soldiers wounded and not wounded
•• The bugle call, "Taps"
•• African-American U.S. Army Officer (Major M.R. Delany)
•• American President assassinated
•• Department of Justice (Confederate)
•• Commissioned American Army Chaplains
•• U.S. Navy admiral
•• Electronic exploding bombs and torpedoes
•• The wigwag signal code in battle
•• Wide-scale use of anesthetics for wounded
•• Blackouts and camouflage under aerial observation
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Shiloh and Ulysses Grant
While Union military efforts in the East were frustrated and even disastrous, West of the Appalachians, the war
developed differently resulting in the first significant battlefield successes for the North.
Kentucky, on the border between the Union and Confederacy, was divided in its sentiments toward the two sides and
politically attempted to pursue a neutral course. By autumn 1861, the state government decided to support the Union
despite being a slave state. Kentucky's indecision and the divided loyalties of that state's population greatly
influenced the course of military operations in the West as neither side wished to alienate Kentucky.
Below the confluence of the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers where the Kentucky, Tennessee and Missouri borders
come together, Union Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant, under command of Major General Henry W. Halleck,
conducted a series of operations that would bring him national recognition. It was just across the Mississippi from
Kentucky in Columbus, Missouri that Grant, later President of the United States, fought his first major battle.
The western campaigns continued into 1862 under Halleck's overall direction with Grant continuing into Western
Tennessee along the Mississippi. In February, Grant attacked and captured the Tennessean Fort Donelson, providing
a significant (though not necessarily major) victory for the North.
About two months after the victory at Fort Donelson, Grant fought an even more important battle at Shiloh.
Confederate generals, A.S Johnston and P.G.T Beauregard, made a surprise attack towards the Union army. The
attack was pretty successful. However the Union made a counter attack and the Confederate army was defeated in
the end.
After the Union took Fort Donelson, Grant wanted to push onto into Charleston and Memphis. But General Helleck
denied it. If they had pushed and held the area, they would have gained control of the eastern railroad.
Grant's troops killed Confederate General Albert Johnston and defeated the Confederate troops, but at a steep price.
Approximately thirteen thousand Union soldiers and eleven thousand Confederate soldiers died, and Grant lost a
chance of capturing the West quickly.

Further Reading on the Battle of Shiloh
Battle of Shiloh

Peninsular Campaign
General Stonewall Jackson threatened to invade Washington. To prevent Jackson from doing so, Union General
George McClellan left over fifty-thousand men in Washington. Little did he know that the deceptive Jackson did not
even have 5000 men in his army. McClellan's unnecessary fear caused him to wait over half a year before continuing
the war in Virginia, earning him the nickname "Tardy George" and allowing enough time for the Confederates to
strengthen their position. Jackson's deceptions succeeded when General McClellan led Union troops in the
Peninsular Campaign, the attempt to take the Confederate capital Richmond, without the aid of the force remaining
in Washington.
In early April 1862, McClellan began the Peninsular Campaign. His troops traveled over sea to the peninsula formed
by the mouths of the York and James Rivers, which included Yorktown and Williamsburg and led straight to
Richmond. (The Union strategy for a quick end to the war was capturing Richmond, which appeared easy since it
was close to Washington.) In late May, McClellan was a few miles from Richmond, when Robert E. Lee took
control of one of the Confederate Armies. After several battles, it appeared that McClellan could march to
Richmond. But McClellan refused to attack, citing a lack of reinforcements. The forces that he wanted were instead
defending Washington. During the last week of June, Confederate General Robert E. Lee initiated the Seven Days'
Battles that forced McClellan to retreat. By July, McClellan had lost over fifteen thousand men for no apparent
reason; there was little consolation in the fact that Lee had lost even more.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Shiloh
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During the Peninsular Campaign, other military skirmishes occurred. Flag Officer David Farragut of the Union Navy
easily took control of the Mississippi River when he captured the key port of New Orleans in April, providing a key
advantage to the Union and practically depriving the Confederacy of the river.

Total War
If Richmond had indeed been captured quickly and the war had ended, slavery and the Southern lifestyle would
probably not have changed significantly. After the unsuccessful Union attacks in Virginia, Lincoln began to think
about the Emancipation Proclamation, and the Union changed its strategy, from a quick capture of Richmond, to the
destruction of the South through total war. Total war is a war strategy in which both military and non-military
resources that are important to a state's ability to make war are destroyed by the opposing power. General William
Sherman used total war in his "March to the Sea" November and December in 1864. This destroyed the South so
much that it could not make war. It may involve attacks on civilians or the destruction of civilian property.
The Union strategy finally emerged with six parts:
•• blockade the Confederate coastlines, preventing trade;
•• free the slaves, destroying the domestic economy;
•• disconnect the Trans-Mississippi by controlling the Mississippi River;
•• further split the Confederacy by attacking the Southeast coast (Georgia, South Carolina, and North Carolina),

denying access to foreign supply
•• capture the capital of Richmond, which would severely incapacitate the Confederacy; and
•• engage the enemy everywhere, weakening the armies through attrition.

Second Bull Run and Antietam
Meanwhile, a new Union Army under General John Pope was organized. Pope attempted to combine his army with
McClellan's to create a powerful force. Stonewall Jackson attempted to prevent this danger by surrounding Pope's
Army in Manassas. Both sides fought on August 29, and the Confederates won against a much larger Union force.
Pope's battered Army did eventually combine with McClellan's. But the Second Battle of Bull Run had encouraged
General Lee to invade Maryland. In Sharpsburg, Maryland, McClellan and Lee led their armies against each other.
On September 17, 1862, the Battle of Antietam (named for a nearby creek) led to the deaths of over ten thousand
soldiers from each side; no other one-day battle led to more deaths in one day. This day is called "Bloodiest day of
American History". McClellan's scouts had found Lee's battle plans with a discarded packet of cigars, but he did not
act on the intelligence immediately. The Union technically won the Pyrrhic victory; McClellan lost about one-sixth
of his Army, but Lee lost around one-third of his. Even though they could march and end the war, McClellan didn't
go forward because he thought he's already lost too many soldiers. This was the victory needed for Lincoln's
Emancipation Proclamation, so that it did not appear as an act of desperation.

The Emancipation Proclamation
Meanwhile, General McClellan seemed too defensive to Lincoln, who replaced McClellan with General Ambrose
Burnside. Burnside decided to go on the offensive against Lee. In December 1862, at Fredricksburg, Virginia,
Burnside's Army of the Potomac assaulted built-up Confederate positions and suffered terrible casualties to Lee's
Army of Northern Virginia. The Federal superiority in numbers was matched by Lee's use of terrain and modernized
firepower. "Burnside's Slaughter Pen" resulted in over ten thousand Union casualties, largely due to the
ill-considered use of Napoleonic tactics against machine guns. Burnside then tried another attempt to move to
capture Richmond, but the movement was foiled by winter weather. The "Mud March" forced the Army of the
Potomac to return to winter quarters.
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President Lincoln liked men who did not campaign on the abolition of slavery. He only intended to prevent slavery
in all new states and territories. On the 22'nd of August, 1862, Lincoln was coming to the decision that abolishing
slavery might help the Union, in a letter from that time he wrote "My paramount object in this struggle is to save the
Union, and is not either to save or destroy slavery. If I could save the Union without freeing any slave, I would do it;
and if I could save it by freeing all the slaves, I would do it; and if I could do it by freeing some and leaving others
alone, I would also do that.". Doing so would especially disrupt the Confederate economy. In September, 1862, after
the Battle of Antietam, Lincoln and his Cabinet agreed to emancipate, or free, southern slaves. On January 1, 1863,
Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, which declared all slaves in rebel states "forever free."
The constitutional authority for the Emancipation Proclamation cannot be challenged. The Proclamation did not
abolish slavery everywhere; it was restricted to states "still in rebellion" against the Union on the day it took effect.
The Proclamation, technically, was part of a military strategy against states that had rebelled; this was to prevent
internal conflict with the border states. Still, all the border states except Kentucky and Delaware had abolished
slavery on their own. Naturally, the proclamation had no way of being enforced: the Executive in the form of
military action was still trying to force the Confederacy to rejoin. Nonetheless, many slaves who had heard of the
Proclamation escaped when Union forces approached.
The Proclamation also had another profound effect on the war: it changed the objective from forcing the
Confederacy to rejoin the Union to eliminating slavery throughout the United States. The South had been trying too
woo Great Britain (which relied on its agricultural exports, especially cotton, for manufacturing) into an alliance;
now all hopes for one were eliminated. Great Britain was firmly against the institution of slavery, and it had been
illegalized throughout the British Empire since 1833. In fact, many slaves freed via the Underground Railroad were
taken to Britain, since it was safe from bounty hunters (Canada was too close to the U.S. for some).
Although the Union initially did not accept black freedmen for combat, it hired them for other jobs. When troops
became scarce, the Union began enlisting blacks. At the end of the war, the 180,000 enlisted blacks made up about
10% of the Union Army, and 29500 enlisted blacks to Navy. Until 1864, the South refused to recognize captured
black soldiers as prisoners of war, and executed several of them at Fort Pillow as escaped slaves. Lincoln believed in
the necessity of black soldiers: in August 1864, he said if the black soldiers of the Union army all joined the
Confederacy, "we would be compelled to abandon the war in three weeks." See Black Americans and the Civil War
below for more on this subject.

Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville
In 1863, Lincoln again changed leadership, replacing Burnside with General Joseph Hooker. Hooker had a
reputation for aggressiveness; his nickname was "Fighting Joe". From May 1 to May 4, 1863, near Chancellorsville,
Virginia, General Lee, again outnumbered, used audacious tactics — he divided his smaller force in two in the face
of superior numbers, sending Stonewall Jackson to the Union's flank, and defeated Hooker. Again, the Confederacy
won, but at a great cost. Stonewall Jackson was accidentally shot by Confederate soldiers who didn't recognize him
in the poor evening light and died shortly after the battle of Chancellorsville.

Vicksburg
The North already held New Orleans. If they could take control over the entire Mississippi River, the Union could
divide the Confederacy in two, making transportation of weapons and troops by the Confederates more difficult. The
Vicksburg and the Fort Hudson was the only way that confederate can reach the Mississippi river. General Winfield
Scott's strategic "Anaconda Plan" was based on control of the Mississippi; however, planning control was easier than
gaining the control.
The city of Vicksburg, Mississippi, was located on high bluffs on the eastern bank of the river. At the time, the
Mississippi River went through a 180-degree U shaped bend by the city. (It has since shifted course westward and
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the bend no longer exists.) Guns placed there could prevent Federal steamboats from crossing. Vicksburg was also
on one of the major railroads running east-west through the Confederacy. Vicksburg was therefore the key point
under Confederate control.
Major General Ulysses Grant marched on land from Memphis, Tennessee, while Union General William Tecumseh
Sherman and his troops traveled by water. Both intended to converge on Vicksburg. Both failed, at least for the time
being in December, 1862, when Grant's supply line was disrupted and Sherman had to attack alone.
Since Vicksburg did not fall to a frontal assault, the Union forces made several attempts to bypass Vicksburg by
building canals to divert the Mississippi River, but these failed.
Grant decided to attack Vicksburg again in April. Instead of approaching from the north, as had been done before,
his army approached Vicksburg from the south. Grant's Army of the Tennessee crossed from the western bank to the
Eastern at Big Bluff on April 18, 1863 and then in a series of battles, including Raymond and Champion's Hill,
defeated Confederate forces coming to the relief of Confederate general Pemberton. Sherman and Grant together
besieged Vicksburg. Two major assaults were repelled by the defenders of Vicksburg, including one in which a giant
land mine was set off under the Confederate fortifications.
From May to July, Vicksburg remained in Confederate hands, but on July 3, 1863, one day before Independence
Day, General Pemberton finally capitulated. Thirty thousand Confederates were taken prisoner, but released after
taking an oath to not participate in fighting the United States unless properly exchanged (a practice called parole}.
This victory cut the Confederate States in two, accomplishing one of the Union total war goals. Confederate forces
would not be able to draw on the food and horses previously supplied by Texas.
This victory was very important in many ways.
•• The Union now controlled all of the Mississippi River.
•• Controlling the Mississippi meant that the Union had now split the Confederacy into two, depriving Confederate

forces of the food and supplies of Texas.
The people of Vicksburg would not celebrate Independence Day on July 4th for another 81 years.

Gettysburg

A Harvest of Death: dead soldiers await burial following the Battle of Gettysburg. NARA,
public domain.

Concurrent with the opening of the
Vicksburg Campaign, General Lee
decided to march his troops into
Pennsylvania for several reasons:
•• He intended to win a major victory

on Northern soil, increasing
Southern morale, encouraging
Northern peace activists, and
increasing the likelihood of political
recognition by England and France.

•• He intended to feed his army on
Northern supplies, reducing the
burden on the Confederate
economy.

•• He intended to pressure
Washington, DC, forcing the recall
of Federal troops from the Western
Theater and relieving some of the
pressure on Vicksburg.

http://en.wikibooks.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ABattle_of_Gettysburg.jpg
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Using the Blue Ridge Mountains to screen his movements, Lee advanced up the Shenandoah Valley into West
Virginia and Maryland before ultimately marching into south-central Pennsylvania. The Union forces moved north
on roads to Lee's east. However, Lee did not know of the Federal movement, because his cavalry commander and
chief scout, Jeb Stuart, had launched a raid eastward intending to "ride around" the Union army. On July 1, 1863, a
Confederate division (Henry Heth's) ran into a Federal cavalry unit (Buford's) west of the city of Gettysburg.
Buford's two brigades held their ground for several hours, until the arrival of the Union 1st Corps, and then withdrew
through the town. The Confederates occupied Gettysburg, but by then the Union forces had formed a strong
defensive line on the hills south of the town.
For the next three days, the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia faced the Union Army of the Potomac, now
under the command of General George G. Meade, a Pennsylvanian who replaced Hooker, who had resigned as
commander. (Hooker was given a corps command in the Army of the Cumberland, then in eastern Tennessee, where
he performed satisfactorily for the remainder of the war.)
South of Gettysburg are high hills shaped like an inverted letter "J". At the end of the first day, the Union held this
important high ground, partially because the Confederate left wing had dawdled moving into position. One July 2,
Lee planned to attack up Emmitsburg Road from the south and west, hoping to force the Union troops to abandon the
important hills and ridges. The attack went awry, and some Confederate forces, including Law's Alabama Brigade,
attempted to force a gap in the Federal line between the two Round Tops, dominant heights at the extreme southern
end of the Union's fish hook-shaped defensive line. Colonel Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain, commander of the 20th
Maine Regiment, anchored this gap. He and the rest of his brigade, commanded by Colonel Strong Vincent, held the
hill despite several hard-pressed attacks, including launching a bayonet charge when the regiment was low on
ammunition.
Meanwhile, north of the Round Tops, a small ridge immediately to the west of the Federal line drew the attention of
Union General Daniel Sickles, a former New York congressman, who commanded the Third Corps. He ordered his
corps to advance to the peach-orchard crested ridge, which led to hard fighting around the "Devil's Den," Wheatfield,
and Peach Orchard. Sickles lost a leg in the fight.
On the third day of the Battle of Gettysburg, Lee decided to try a direct attack on the Union and "virtually destroy
their army." Putting Lieutenant General James Longstreet in charge of the three-division main assault, he wanted his
men, including the division of Major General George Pickett, to march across a mile and a half up a gradual slope to
the center of the Union line. Lee promised artillery support, but any trained soldier who looked across those fields
knew that they would be an open target for the Union soldiers--much the reverse of the situation six months before in
Fredericksburg. However, the choice was either to attack or withdraw, and Lee was a naturally aggressive soldier.
By the end of the attack, half of Longstreet's force was dead, wounded or captured and the position was not taken.
George Pickett never forgave Lee for "slaughtering" his men. Pickett's Charge, called the "High Water Mark of the
Confederacy," was practically the last hope of the Southern cause at Gettysburg.
Lee withdrew across the Potomac River. Meade did not pursue quickly, and Lee was able to reestablish himself in
Virginia. He offered to Confederate President Jefferson Davis to resign as commander of the Army of Northern
Virginia, saying, "Everything, therefore, points to the advantages to be derived from a new commander, and I the
more anxiously urge the matter upon Your Excellency from my belief that a younger and abler man than myself can
readily be attained." Davis did not relieve Lee; neither did Lincoln relieve Meade, though he wrote a letter of
censure, saying "Again, my dear general, I do not believe you appreciate the magnitude of the misfortune involved in
Lee's escape. He was within your easy grasp, and to have closed upon him would, in connection with our other late
successes, have ended the war. As it is, the war will be prolonged indefinitely."
The battle of Gettysburg lasted three days. Both sides lost nearly twenty-five thousand men each. After Gettysburg,
the South remained on the defensive.'
On November 19, 1863 Lincoln delivered his most famous speech in the wake of this battle, it reads as follows.
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"Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and
dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal. Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether
that nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battle-field of that
war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting place for those who here gave their lives that
that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this. But, in a larger sense, we can not
dedicate -- we can not consecrate -- we can not hallow -- this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled
here, have consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little note, nor long remember
what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the
unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated
to the great task remaining before us -- that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for
which they gave the last full measure of devotion -- that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in
vain -- that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom -- and that government of the people, by the
people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth."

Black Americans and the Civil War
The view of the Union towards blacks had changed during the previous two years. At the beginning of hostilities, the
war was seen as an effort to save the Union, not free slaves. Several black slaves who reached Federal lines were
returned to their owners. This stopped when Major General Benjamin F. Butler, a New Jersey lawyer and prominent
member of the Democratic party, announced that slaves, being the property of persons in rebellion against the United
States, would be seized as "contraband of war" and the Fugitive Slave Act could not apply. "Contrabands" were, if
not always welcome by white soldiers, not turned away.
However, as the struggle grew more intense, abolition became a more popular option. Frederick Douglas, a former
slave, urged that the war aim of the Union include the emancipation of slaves and the enlistment of black soldiers in
the Union Army. This was done on a nationwide basis in 1863, though the state of Massachusetts had raised two
regiments (the 54th and 55th Massachusetts) before this.
The 54th Massachusetts Regiment was the first black regiment recruited in the North. Col. Robert Gould Shaw, the
25 year old son of very wealthy abolitionist parents, was chosen to command. On May 28, the well equipped and
drilled 54th paraded through the streets of Boston and then boarded ships bound for the coast of South Carolina.
Their first conflict with Confederate soldiers came on July 16, when the regiment repelled an attack on James Island.
But on July 18 came the supreme test of the courage and valor of the black soldiers; they were chosen to lead the
assault on Battery Wagner, a Confederate fort on Morris Island at Charleston. In addressing his soldiers before
leading them in charge across the beach, Colonel Shaw said, "I want you to prove yourselves. The eyes of thousands
will look on what you do tonight."
While some blacks choose to join the military fight others fought by other means. An American teacher named Mary
S. Peake worked to educate the freedmen and "contraband". She spent her days under a large oak tree teaching others
near Fort Monroe in Virginia. (This giant tree is now over 140 years old and called Emancipation Oak). Since Fort
Monroe remained under Union control this area was some what of a safe location for refugees and runaways to come
to. Soon Mary began teaching in the Brown Cottage. This endeavor, sponsored by the American Missionary
Association, became the basis from which Hampton University would spawn. Mary's school would house around 50
children during the day and 20 adults at night. This remarkable American died from tuberculosis on Washington's
birthday in 1862.
Confederate President Jefferson Davis reacted to the raising of black regiments by passing General Order No. 111,
which stated that captured black Federal soldiers would be returned into slavery (whether born free or not) and that
white officers who led black soldiers would be tried for abetting servile rebellion. The Confederate Congress
codified this into law on May 1, 1863. President Lincoln's order of July 30, 1863 responded:
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It is therefore ordered that for every soldier of the United States killed in violation of the laws of war, a
rebel soldier shall be executed; and for every one enslaved by the enemy or sold into slavery, a rebel
soldier shall be placed at hard labor on the public works and continued at such labor until the other shall
be released and receive the treatment due to a prisoner of war.

Eventually the Federal forces had several divisions' worth of black soldiers. Their treatment was not equal to white
soldiers: at first, for example, black privates were paid $10 a month, the same as laborers, while white privates
earned $13 a month. In addition, blacks could not be commissioned officers. The pay difference was settled
retroactively in 1864.
The Confederate States also recruited and fielded black troops. It has been estimated that over 65,000 Southern
blacks were in the Confederate ranks. Over 13,000 of these met the enemy in combat. Frederick Douglas reported,
"There are at the present moment many Colored men in the Confederate Army doing duty not only as cooks,
servants and laborers, but real soldiers, having musket on their shoulders, and bullets in their pockets, ready to shoot
down any loyal troops and do all that soldiers may do to destroy the Federal government and build up that of the
rebels."
The issue of black prisoners of war was a continual contention between the two sides. In the early stages of the war,
prisoners of war would be exchanged rank for rank. However, the Confederates refused to exchange any black
prisoner. The Union response was to stop exchanging any prisoner of war. The Confederate position changed to
allowing blacks who were born free to be exchanged, and finally to exchange all soldiers, regardless of race. By
then, the Federal leadership understood that the scarcity of white Confederates capable of serving as soldiers was an
advantage, and there were no mass exchanges of prisoners, black or white, until the Confederate collapse.

Chickamauga and Chattanooga
In September 1863, Union Major General William Rosecrans decided to attempt the takeover of Chattanooga, a
Confederate rail center in the eastern part of Tennessee. Controlling Chattanooga would provide a base to attack
Georgia. The Confederates originally gave up Chattanooga, thinking that they could launch a devastating attack as
the Union Army attempted to take control of it. Rosecrans did not, in the end, fall into such a trap. However, on
November 23, 1863, the Union and Confederate Armies met at Chickamauga Creek, south of Chattanooga, upon
which a rail line passed into Georgia.
The battle of Chickamauga was a Confederate victory. The Army of the Cumberland was forced to withdraw to
Chattanooga, but Union General George Thomas, "the Rock of Chickamauga," and his troops prevented total defeat
by standing their ground.
After Rosecrans withdrew to Chattanooga, the Confederates under General Braxton Bragg decided to besiege the
city. Rosecrans was relieved of command; Lincoln's comment was that he appeared "stunned and confused, like a
duck hit on the head." Meanwhile, by great effort, the Federal forces kept a "cracker line" open to supply
Chattanooga with food and forage. Ulysses Grant replaced Rosecrans.
Grant's forces began to attack on November 23, 1863. On November 24 came the Battle of Lookout Mountain, an
improbable victory in which Union soldiers, without the initiative of higher command, advanced up this mountain,
which overlooks Chattanooga, and captured it. One of the authors of this text had an ancestor in the Confederate
forces there; his comment was when the battle started, he was on top of the hill throwing rocks at the Yankees, and
when it was over, the Yankees were throwing rocks at him.
By the end of November, Grant and his troops had pushed the Confederates out of East Tennessee and begun
operations in Georgia.
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Ulysses Grant As General-in-Chief
Lincoln recognized the great victories won by Ulysses Grant. In March, 1864, the President made Grant the
general-in-chief of Union Forces, with the rank of Lieutenant General (a rank only previously held by George
Washington). Grant decided on a campaign of continual pressure on all fronts, which would prevent Confederate
forces from reinforcing each other.
He went east and made his headquarters with General Meade's Army of the Potomac (although Grant never took
direct command of this Army). The Army of the Potomac's chief mission would be to whittle down the manpower of
the Army of Northern Virginia, Lee's army. In May 1864, the two sides met in Virginia near site of the previous
year's Battle of Chancellorsville. The terrain was heavily wooded and movement to attack or reinforce was
particularly difficult.
During the Battle of the Wilderness, the Union lost eighteen thousand soldiers, while the Confederates lost eleven
thousand. Nevertheless, the Union pushed on. The two Armies fought each other again at Spotsylvania Court House
and at Cold Harbor. In each case, the Union again lost large numbers of soldiers. Grant then hatched a plan to go
around rather than through the Confederate Army in order to capture Richmond. At the last second, due to a
hesitation by Major General "Baldy" Smith, the Army of Northern Virginia blocked the Union troops at Petersburg.
Grant then decided to siege the city (and Lee's forces) and force it to surrender; if Lee could not move, he could not
help other Confederate armies.
The siege took almost one year.

The Georgia Campaign

Battles for Atlanta
This had a significant impact on the election of 1864. Without this victory, there may have been more support for his
Copperhead opponent General McClellan.

The March to the Sea
Once Atlanta was taken, General Sherman and four army corps disconnected themselves from any railroad or
telegraphic communications with the Union and headed through the state of Georgia. Their objective was Savannah,
Georgia, a major seaport. Sherman's strategy was to inflict as much damage on the civilian population of Georgia,
short of killing people, as possible. This strategy was known as "Total War". To accomplish this, he issued orders to
"forage liberally on the country." Many of his soldiers saw this as a license to loot any food or valuable property they
could. Sherman officially disapproved of this.
Sherman's army destroyed public buildings and railroad tracks wherever they went. One way to do this was through
"Sherman's neckties", caused by heating a railroad section to red heat and twisting them around a tree. Sherman
carved a path of destruction 300 miles long and over 60 miles wide from Atlanta to the coastal city of Savannah. His
technique not only supported his regiments without supply lines, but destroyed supply caches for Confederate forces
in the area as well.
The Confederate forces were unable to take on Sherman's forces, which, though separated from the Union army, had
plenty of arms and ammunition. He reached the city of Savannah on December 24, 1864, and telegraphed President
Lincoln "I present to you the city of Savannah as a Christmas present."
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Moving through the Carolinas
Sherman's forces then moved north into South Carolina, while faking an approach on Augusta, Georgia; the general's
eventual goal was to coordinate his forces with those of General Grant in Virginia and entrap and destroy Lee's
Army of Northern Virginia. The pattern of destruction by the Union soldiers continued, often with a more personal
feeling of vengeance. A Federal soldier said to his comrades, "Here is where treason began and, by God, here is
where it will end!"
On February 17, 1865, Sherman's forces reached Columbia, the capital of South Carolina. After a brief
bombardment, the city surrendered. However, a large stock of whiskey was left behind as the Confederates retreated.
Drunken soldiers broke discipline; convicts were let loose from the city jail, and somehow fires broke out, destroying
much of the city.

Hood's Invasion of Tennessee and the Battle of Nashville

Spring Hill
The battle of Spring Hill was fought on November 29, 1864, at Spring Hill, Tennessee. The Confederates attacked
the Union as it retreated from Columbia. The Confederates were not able to inflict significant damage to the
retreating Union force. So the Union Army was still able to make it safely north to Franklin during the night. The
following day the Confederates decided to follow the Union and attack a much more fortified group at the Battle of
Franklin. This did not prove to be a wise decision, as the Confederates suffered many casualties.

Franklin
The Battle of Franklin was fought on November 30, 1864 at Franklin, Tennessee. This battle was a devastating loss
for the Confederate Army. It detrimentally shut down their leadership. Fourteen Confederate Generals were
extinguished with 6 killed, 7 wounded and 1 captured. 55 Regimental Commanders were casualties as well. After
this battle the Confederate Army in this area was effectively handicapped.

Nashville
In one of the decisive battles of the war, two brigades of black troops helped crush one of the Confederacy's finest
armies at the Battle of Nashville on December 15-16, 1864. Black troops opened the battle on the first day and
successfully engaged the right of the rebel line. On the second day Col. Charles R. Thompson's black brigade made a
brilliant charge up Overton Hill. The 13th US Colored Troops sustained more casualties than any other regiment
involved in the battle.

Fort Pillow
The Battle of Fort Pillow was fought on was fought on April 12, 1864, at Fort Pillow on the Mississippi River at
Henning, Tennessee. The battle ended with a massacre of surrendered Union African-American troops under the
direction of Confederate Brigadier General Nathan Bedford Forrest.

The End of the Confederacy

The Siege of Petersburg
The Siege of Petersburg, also known as The Richmond Petersburg Campaign, began on June 15, 1864 with the intent
by the Union Army to take control of Petersburg which was Virginia's second largest city and the supply center for
the Confederate capital at Richmond. The campaign lasted 292 days and concluded with the occupation of Union
forces on April 3, 1865. Thirty-two black infantry and cavalry regiments took part in the siege.
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First Battle of Deep Bottom
The First Battle of Deep Bottom is also known as Darbytown, Strawberry Plains, New Market Road, and Gravel
Hill. It was part of The Siege of Petersburg, and was fought July 27-29, 1864, at Deep Bottom in Henrico County,
Virginia.

The Crater
The Battle of the Crater was part of the Siege of Petersburg and took place on July 30, 1864. The battle took place
between the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia and the Union Army of Potomac. The battle was an unusual
attempt by the Union to penetrate the Confederate defenses south of Petersburg, VA. The battle showed to be a
Union disaster. The Union Army went into battle with 16,500 troops, under the direct command of Ulysses S. Grant;
the Confederate Army was commanded by Robert E. Lee and entered battle with 9,500 troops. Pennsylvania miners
in the Union general Ambrose E. Burnside's Ninth Corps, worked for several weeks digging a long tunnel, and
packing it with explosives. The explosives were then detonated at 3:15 on the morning of July 30, 1864. Burnside
originally wanted to send a fresh division of black troops against the breach, but his superiors, Ulysses S. Grant,
ruled against it. The job, chosen by short straw, went to James H. Ledlie. Ledlie watched from behind the lines as his
white soldiers, rather than go around, pile into the deep crater, which was 170 feet long, 60 feet across, and 30 feet
deep. They were not able to escape making the Union soldiers easy targets for the Confederates. The battle was
marked by the cruel treatment of black soldiers who took part in the fight, most of them were captured and
murdered. The battle ended with a confederate victory. The Confederacy took out 3,798 Union soldiers, while the
Union were only able to defeat 1,491 Confederate soldiers. The United States Colored Troops suffered the most with
their casualties being 1,327 which would include 450 men being captured.

Second Deep Bottom
The Second Battle of Deep Bottom was fought August 14-20, 1864, at Deep Bottom in Henrico County, Virginia; it
was part of the Siege of Petersburg. The battle is also known as Fussell's Mill, Kingsland Creek, White's Tavern,
Bailey's Creeks, and Charles City Road. General Winfield Scott Hancock came across the James River at Deep
Bottom where he would threaten Richmond, Virginia. This would also cause the Confederates to leave Peterburgs,
Virginia and the trenches and Shenandoah Valley.

Appomattox
Sherman did not stop in Georgia. As he marched North, he burnt several towns in South Carolina, including
Columbia, the capital. (Sherman's troops felt more anger towards South Carolina, the first state to secede and in their
eyes responsible for the war.) In March 1865, Lincoln, Sherman, and Grant all met outside Petersburg. Lincoln
called for a quick end to the Civil War. Union General Sheridan said to Lincoln, "If the thing be pressed I think Lee
will surrender." Lincoln responded, "Let the thing be pressed."
On April 2, 1865, the Confederate lines of Petersburg, Richmond's defense, which had been extended steadily to the
west for 9 months, broke. General Lee informed President Davis he could no longer hold the lines; the Confederate
government then evacuated Richmond. Lee pulled his forces out of the lines and moved west; Federal forces chased
Lee's forces, annihilated a Confederate rear guard defense, and finally trapped the Army of Northern Virginia.
General Lee requested terms. The two senior Army officers met each other near Appomattox Courthouse in Virginia
on April 9th,1865. The men met at the home of Wilmer McLean. The gathering lasted about two and half hours.
Grant offered extremely generous terms, requiring only that Lee's troops surrender and swear not to bear arms till the
end of the War. This meeting helped to nearly end the bloodiest war in American history.
General Sherman met with Confederate General Albert Johnston to discuss the surrender of Confederate troops in
the South. Sherman initially allowed even more generous terms than Grant. However, the Secretary of War refused



Civil War 26

to accept the terms because of the assassination of Abraham Lincoln by the Confederate John Wilkes Booth. By
killing Lincoln at Ford's Theater, Booth made things worse for the Confederacy. Sherman was forced to offer harsher
terms of surrender than he originally proposed, and General Johnston surrendered on April 26 under the Appomattox
terms. All Confederate armies had surrendered by the end of May, ending the Civil War.
Side note: A Virginian named Wilmer McLean had no luck escaping the Civil War. The first battle of the war, Bull
Run, was fought right in front of his house, and the generals slept there, too. Hoping to get away from the war, he
then moved to Appomattox. It was in his parlor that Lee surrendered to Grant.

Besides the Fighting
Not all the important events of the Civil War took place on the battlefield.
On May 20, 1862, the United States Congress passed the Homestead Act, which had been delayed by Southern
legislators before secession. According to the provisions of the Act, any adult American citizen, or a person
intending to become an American citizen, who was the head of a household, could qualify for a grant of 160 acres
(67 hectares) of land by paying a small fee and living on the land continuously for 5 years. If a person was willing to
pay $1.25 an acre, the time of occupation dwindled to six months.
Other vital legislation included the Pacific Railway Acts of 1862 and 1864, which enabled the United States
Government to make a direct grant of land to railway companies for a transcontinental railroad, as well as a payment
of $48,000 for every mile of track completed and lower-than-prime rate loans for any railway company who would
build such a railway. Two railways, the Central Pacific and the Union Pacific, began to construct lines. The two
railways finally met 4 years after the war, in Promontory Point, Utah, in 1869.
The federal government started a draft lottery in July, 1863. Men could avoid the draft by paying $300, or hiring
another man to take their place. This caused resentment amongst the lower classes as they could not afford to dodge
the draft. On Monday, July 13, 1863, between 6 and 7 A.M., the Civil War Draft Riots began in New York City.
Rioters attacked the Draft offices, the Bull's Head Hotel on 44th Street, and more upscale residences near 5th
Avenue. They lynched black men, burned down the Colored Orphan Asylum on 5th Avenue between 43rd and 44th
Streets, and forced hundreds of blacks out of the city. Members of the 7th New York Infantry and 71st New York
Infantry subdued the riot.
On April 22, 1864 the U.S. Congress passes the Coinage Act of 1864 which mandates that the inscription "In God
We Trust" be placed on all coins minted as United States currency.
Dr. Rebecca Lee Crumpler becomes the first black woman to receive a medical degree.

Education
The Morrill Act of 1862 was where the government granted land to the states in the Union where they were to build
educational institutions. This excluded the states that seceded from the Union. The schools would have to teach
lessons about military tactics, agriculture, and engineering.
In the 1860s, schools were small and normally multiple grades were taught in one classroom at one time. When
giving a test, the teachers would have the students recite them orally. Many of the lessons were memorized by the
children and recited. The punishment that was seen in school during this time was called Corporal Punishment and
the parents even applauded the use of it. The parents thought the use of it would make their children become better
children.
Students did not attend school very long because of having to work in the fields. The reading levels during this time
were actually quite high. By the fifth grade students were to have been reading books that in modern times would be
considered college level. There were academies during this time that provided education for children between the
ages of thirteen and twenty. These academies offered an array of classes. Most of the academies kept the boys and
girls separate.
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Another group who was discriminated against when it came to schooling was women. Some of the women who
stood out and took time to fight for the education rights of women were Susan Anthony, Emma Willard, Jane
Addams and Mary McLeod. These women helped to establish the higher education institutions where women were
able to take classes otherwise not offered to them. The first boys and girls college was Oberlin College which was
established in 1833. The first all - women's college was Vassar College in 1861.
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Reconstruction
Congress passed the first Reconstruction Act on 2nd March, 1867. The South was now divided into five military
districts, each under a major general. New elections were to be held in each state with freed male slaves being
allowed to vote. The act also included an amendment that offered readmission to the Southern states after they had
ratified the Fourteenth Amendment and guaranteed adult male suffrage. President Andrew Johnson immediately
vetoed the bill but Congress re-passed the bill the same day.
Andrew Johnson consulted General Ulysses S. Grant before selecting the generals to administer the military districts.
Eventually he appointed John Schofield (Virginia), Daniel Sickles (the Carolinas), John Pope (Georgia, Alabama and
Florida), Edward Ord (Arkansas and Mississippi) and Philip Sheridan (Louisiana and Texas).
ing the American Civil War, in which the nation decided how to handle the return of the seceded states and the status
of the Freedmen (the newly freed slaves). Most scholars have accepted 1865-1877 as the boundaries for
Reconstruction. The era itself was controversial and pitted various segments of American society against one
another. Differing conceptions on how to restore the former Confederate States into the Union collided with diverse
opinions concerning the status of African-Americans. The meaning of freedom itself was at stake in this crucial time
period. The nascent Republican Party was divided between the mainstream which wanted a modicum of protection
for blacks, and the Radicals, who wanted a thorough reorganization of Southern society. Conservative elements of
this time period (in particular the Democrats) believed that the old order that governed relations between the states
and between blacks and whites should remain intact. The bulk of African-Americans desired equal civil and political
rights, protection of their person, and in many cases a redistribution of land and the break-up of the plantation
system. These diverse perspectives enabled the period from 1865 to 1877 to be, in many ways, a grand experiment in
interracial democracy, but the period was also dominated by tense political relations and a preponderant violence
across the South.

Definition
Reconstruction, in United States history, refers both to the period after the Civil War when the states of the
breakaway Confederate States of America were reintegrated into the United States of America, and to the process by
which this was accomplished.
For victory in the American Civil War to be achieved, Northern moderate Republicans and Radical Republicans
concurred that the Confederacy and its system of slavery had to be destroyed, and the possibility of either being
revived had to be eliminated. Controversy focused on how to achieve those goals, and who would decide when they
were achieved. The Radical Republicans held that reaching those goals was essential to the destruction of the Slave
Power, and necessary to guaranteeing perpetual unity of the states, as well as a solution to the many problems of
Freedmen.
United States Senator Charles Sumner of Massachusetts, a Radical Republican, held that Congress should abolish
slavery along with the Confederacy, extend civil and political rights to blacks, and educate black and white students
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together.
The "moderates" claimed early success in achieving the goals by assurances that the former Confederates had
renounced secession and abolished slavery. Most moderates, like Abraham Lincoln and Andrew Johnson, wanted
suffrage for black army veterans but not other African Americans. Southern political leaders renounced secession
and gave up slavery, but were angered in 1867 when their state governments were ousted by federal military forces,
and replaced by Radical Republican governments made up of Freedmen, Carpetbaggers and Scalawags.
Their primary instrument was the Black Codes (1865). These restricted the rights of Blacks and limited economic
and educational opportunities. For example, there was very little, if any, employment available in the south. The
Yankees may have won the war to end slavery, however the reconstruction did not benefit the African Americans
who searched for employment.

The Problem of Reconstruction
Reconstruction was the effort of rebuilding the South based on free labor instead of slave labor. The issue to
Northern politicians was how it would be done. At the end of the Civil War, Congress proposed the Thirteenth
Amendment, which sought to prohibit slavery. A state was not to gain re-admittance into the Union until it ratified
the Amendment, but some states such as Mississippi were admitted despite failing to ratify. The Amendment became
a part of the Constitution in December 6,1865.
During this time many Northerners moved to the South to start new lives. Sometimes carrying their belongings in
briefcases made of carpet, they were known by Confederate Southerners as "carpetbaggers." Confederate
Southerners also had a derogatory name for southern whites who sided with the Republicans. They called them
scalawags. The period just after the war also saw the rise of black codes, which restricted the basic human rights of
freed slaves.Some of the more common codes seen were: race was dependent on blood, which meant if you had any
amount of black blood in your body, you were considered black, freedmen could not get together unless
accompanied by a white person, public restrooms and other facilities were segregated.[1]

This time in history was really volatile. Many racially motivated riots broke out all over the country. The hostilities
the south held toward the north and the African Americans grew stronger and stronger.

Ku Klux Klan

The Klan in Mississippi

Ku Klux Klan (KKK) is the name of several past and present
organizations in the United States that have advocated white
supremacy, anti-Semitism, anti-Catholicism, racism, homophobia,
anti-Communism and nativism. These organizations have often used
terrorism, violence, and acts of intimidation, such as cross burning and
lynching, to oppress African Americans and other social or ethnic
groups.
The first branch of the Ku Klux Klan was established in Pulaski,
Tennessee, in May, 1866. A year later a general organization of local
Klans was established in Nashville in April, 1867. Most of the leaders
were former members of the Confederate Army and the first Grand
Wizard was Nathan Forrest, an outstanding general during the
American Civil War. During the next two years Klansmen wearing
masks, white cardboard hats and draped in white sheets, tortured and
killed black Americans and sympathetic whites. Immigrants, who they
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blamed for the election of Radical Republicans, were also targets of their hatred. Between 1868 and 1870 the Ku
Klux Klan played an important role in restoring white rule in North Carolina, Tennessee and Georgia.
The Klan's first incarnation was in 1866. Founded by veterans of the Confederate Army, its main purpose was to
resist Reconstruction. It focused as much on intimidating "carpetbaggers" and "scalawags" as on putting down the
freed slaves. The KKK quickly adopted violent methods. A rapid reaction set in. The Klan's leadership disowned
violence as Southern elites saw the Klan as an excuse for federal troops to continue their activities in the South. The
organization declined from 1868 to 1870 and was destroyed in the early 1870s by President Ulysses S. Grant's
vigorous action under the Civil Rights Act of 1871 (also known as the Ku Klux Klan Act).
At the end of the American Civil War radical members of Congress attempted to destroy the white power structure
of the Rebel states. The Freeman’s Bureau was established by Congress on 3rd March, 1865. The bureau was
designed to protect the interests of former slaves. This included helping them to find new employment and to
improve educational and health facilities. In the year that followed the bureau spent $17,000,000 establishing 4,000
schools, 100 hospitals and providing homes and food for former slaves.
Violence against African Americans started on the first days of Reconstruction and became more organized
significant after 1867. Members of The Klan looked to frustrate Reconstruction. They also, tried to keep freedom in
subjection. Terrorism dominated some counties and regions so, nighttime harassment, whippings, beatings, rapes,
and murders became more common. The Klan's main purpose was political, even though, they tormented blacks who
stood up for their rights. Active Republicans were the target of lawless nightriders. When freedmen that worked for a
South Carolina scalawag started to vote, terrorists went to the plantation and, in the words of a victim, "whipped
every ... [black] man they could lay their hands on."

Lincoln and Reconstruction
Lincoln firmly believed that the southern states had never actually seceded, because, constitutionally, they cannot.
He hoped that the 11 states that seceded could be "readmitted" by meeting some tests of political loyalty. Lincoln
began thinking about re-admittance early on. In his Proclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction, which was issued
in 1863, Lincoln established a simple process, hoping that Unionists would rise to political power rather than
secessionalists. This plan would have granted presidential pardons to all southerners (save the political leaders at the
time) who took an oath of future allegiance to the Union. Under Lincoln's plan, a state could be established as
legitimate as soon as 10 percent of the voting population in the 1860 general election took this oath and a
government was set up accepting the emancipation of the slaves.
While Lincoln proved to be instrumental in the emancipation of blacks, the Native Americans were not so lucky.
Lincoln was responsible for the largest mass hanging in United States history. 38 Native Americans from the Santee
Sioux tribe were hung On December 26, 1862. The US government failed to honor its treaties with the Indian
Nations. They were suppose to supply the Indians with money and food for signing a treaty to turn over more than
one million acres of land. Instead the agents kept the money and sold the food that was suppose to go the Indians to
the white settlers. The food that was given to the Indians was spoiled and unfit for human consumption. Subsequntly,
the Indians went off the reservation in hunting parties to try to find suitable food. One of the Indian hunting groups
took some eggs from a white settlers land and that caused this extreme government action. Authorities in Minnesota
asked President Lincoln to order the execution of all 303 Indian males. However, Lincoln was afraid of how Europe
would react so he tried to compromise. They would only execute those who were in the group. Lincoln also agreed
to kill or remove every Indian from the state and provide Minnesota with 2 million dollars in federal funds.
Ironically, he only owed the Sioux 1.4 million for the land.
Rejecting Lincoln's Presidential reconstruction plan, radical Republicans in congress arguing that it was too lenient,
passed the Wade-Davis bill in 1864, which proposed far more demanding terms. It required 50 percent of the voters
to take the loyalty oath and allowed only those who could swear that they had never supported the confederacy to
run for office or hold federal employment. Lincoln rejected this plan and pocket-vetoed the bill. In March 1865,
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Congress created a new agency, the Freedman's Bureau. This agency provided food, shelter, medical aid, help to find
employment, education, and other needs for blacks and poor whites. The Freedman's Bureau was the largest scale
federal aid relief plan at this time. It was the first large scale governmental welfare program.
In 1864, his Vice Presidential running mate was the only Southern Senator to remain loyal to the Union - Andrew
Johnson from Tennessee. After Lincoln was assassinated on April 14, 1865, and Johnson became President, the latter
proved to be an obstacle to the Radical Republicans in Congress, who attempted to completely overhaul the Southern
government and economy, which would have caused further tensions.
In May, 1865, Johnson made his own proclamation, one that was very similar to Lincoln's. Offering amnesty to
almost all Confederates who took an oath of allegiance to the Union, Johnson also reversed General Sherman's
decision to set aside land for the express use of freed slaves. Not long after Johnson took office, all of the
ex-Confederate states were able to be readmitted under President Johnson's plan. In 1866, Johnson vetoed two
important bills, one that bolstered the protection that the Freedmen's Bureau gave to blacks and a civil rights bill that
gave full citizenship to blacks.
After realizing that if all of the Republicans, moderate and radical alike, united, they could overcome Johnson's
vetoes, they soon passed the Civil Rights Act of 1866 and the Fourteenth Amendment. This amendment declared
citizenship for all persons born in the United States and required the states to respect the rights of all US citizens.
The Civil Rights Act outlawed the black codes that had been prevalent throughout the South.
Over Johnson's vetoes, Congress passed three Reconstruction acts in 1867. They divided the southern states into five
military districts under the control of the Union army. The military commander in charge of each district was to
ensure that the state fulfilled the requirements of Reconstruction by ratifying the Fourteenth Amendment and by
providing voting rights without a race qualification. Tennessee was not included in the districts because it had
ratified the Fourteenth Amendment in 1866 and was quickly readmitted to the Union.
In 1868, the House of Representatives impeached Andrew Johnson. Earlier, Congress had passed the Tenure of
Office Act (over Johnson's veto), which required the President to dismiss officers only with the advice and consent
of the Senate if he appointed them with the same advice and consent. Johnson believed that the Act was
unconstitutional (and the Supreme Court, years after his Presidency, agreed in 1926), and intentionally violated it, to
"test the waters." Radical Republicans used this violation as an excuse to impeach Johnson, who was acquitted by
one vote in the Senate.
In the election of 1868, Ulysses Grant was nominated for the Republican ticket and won on an incredibly small
margin. Republicans noticed that if they did not act swiftly to protect the voting rights of blacks, they might soon
lose a majority. Thus, Congress passed the Fifteenth Amendment in 1869, which enforced that the suffrage of male
citizens shall not be denied on account of race. This was a major blow to the women's movement, as it was the first
time gender was deliberately placed into the Constitution. Republicans claimed that if the amendment had included
both race and gender discrimination clauses, it would have never had a chance to pass in Congress.

African-Americans in Congress
A number of African-Americans were elected for the first time in American history during this period. With the
Reconstruction Acts sending federal troops in the southern states where African-Americans held majorities in South
Carolina and Mississippi, and nearly equal numbers with whites in Louisiana, Florida, Georgia, and Alabama,
Blacks were elected to Congress from these states.
John Willis Menard was elected in the 2nd District of Louisiana in 1868. His challenger, Caleb Hunt, filed an
objection with the election result and the House of Representatives, upon hearing arguments from both candidates,
decided to seat neither of them.
Hiram Revels was elected by the Mississippi Senate by an 81-15 margin to finish the term of Mississippi Senator
Albert G. Brown, who vacated the seat during the Civil War. Revels served from February 23, 1870 to March 3,
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1871.
Joseph Rainey was elected to the US House of Representatives from South Carolina's 1st District in the elections of
1870. He was the longest serving African-American member of congress prior to William L. Dawson in the 1950's.
Blanche Bruce was elected to serve a full term in the US Senate by the Mississippi state senate in 1871. Bruce was
the only former slave to ever serve in the US Senate.

The Panic of 1873
The Panic of 1873 was the first depression experienced by America and Europe following the Civil War. The
depression was a result of the fall for an international demand for silver. Germany stopped using the silver standard
after the Franco-Prussia war. The United States enacted the Coinage Act of 1873 which shifted the backing of our
monetary system with gold and silver to just gold. The act immediately depreciated the value of silver and hurt
western mining operations. Another factor that influenced the Panic of 1873 was the risky over investment into
railroad companies that would not bring quick returns. The Jay Cook and Company was a United States bank that
declared bankruptcy on September 18, 1783. The bank went under as a result of over investment in the railroad
business. As a result, the New York Stock Exchange closed for ten days starting September 20, 1873. 89 of 364
railroad companies failed during the depression. Real estate values, wages, and profits by corporations decreased
over the course of the panic. Thousands of businesses fell during the depression as well. The depression was a major
highlight in President Grant's second term.

The Great Railroad Strike of 1877
The strike started on July 14, 1877 in Martinsburg, West Virginia. The strike was caused by wage cuts from the
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company. The workers refused to let the railroad operate. State militia was sent in to
quell the strike but would not fire upon the strikers. Governor Henry Mathews called upon federal troops to put
down the strike and resume operations of the railroad. The strike spread to Cumberland, Maryland. Troops in
Maryland fired upon the mob of strikers and killed ten rioters. The strike occurred in Philadelphia, Baltimore,
Pittsburgh, and even spread to St. Louis. The strikes resulted in millions of dollars of property damage the casualties
of many. The great strike lasted 45 days, after finally being put down by federal troops from city to city.

Republicans fall from power
Grant's presidency would bring about the decline of the Republican Party. He appointed a great number of corrupt
officials to federal positions and to his cabinet. Many split with the party over that issue. Others grew tired of
Reconstruction and proposed reconciliation with the South in a peaceful manner. These people called themselves
Liberal Republicans, and nominated Horace Greeley to run against Grant in 1872. The Democrats also endorsed
Greeley. Despite wide support, Grant won the election of 1872 decisively.
During the election season, Liberal Republicans were busy pushing the Amnesty Act through Congress, and in May
1872, it passed. The Amnesty Act pardoned most former Confederate citizens, and allowed them to run for office.
The act restored the rights to the Democratic majorities in the South. Soon, Democrats had control of the Virginia
and North Carolina governments. In states with black Republican majorities, the Ku Klux Klan (formed after the
civil war as a white supremacist group) terrorized Republicans and forced them to vote Democratic or not at all. By
1876, Republicans controlled only three states in the South: Florida, Louisiana, and South Carolina-- all of which
were still occupied by Union troops.
Republicans continued to decline during Grant's second term, after many high level political scandals came to light.
Most shocking to the public was that a scandal involved the Vice President, and another involved the Secretary of
War. The Northern population's confidence in the party was shaken even more when the nation slipped into a
Depression that same year.
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In the congressional elections of 1874, Republicans would suffer huge losses in both houses, and for the first time
since before the start of the Civil War, Democrats were able to gain control of a part of Congress (the House).
Congress no longer was able to be committed strongly to Reconstruction.
In the election of 1876, Democrats nominated New York governor S.J. Tilden to run, and the Republicans nominated
Ohio governor Rutherford B. Hayes. On election day, it seemed that Tilden would win by more than 250,000 votes.
But the seven, four, and eight electoral votes from South Carolina, Florida, and Louisiana, respectively, were
disputed (Northern troops still occupied these states). Also, one of Oregon's three electoral votes was disputed. If
Hayes won all 20 votes, he would win the election. Congress created a special commission of seven Democrats,
seven Republicans, and one independent to review the election and decide a winner. But the independent resigned,
and a Republican was appointed to take his place. The commission voted along party lines to award Hayes the
election, but Democrats warned that they would fight the decision.

The certificate for the electoral vote for
Rutherford B. Hayes and William A.
Wheeler for the State of Louisiana

Republican and Democratic leaders secretly met up to draw up a compromise,
and the result of the meeting was the Compromise of 1877. Proclaiming that
Hayes would win the election, troops left the South and more aid was given to
the South; it marked the end of Reconstruction. Ultimately, Reconstruction
and the Compromise itself would be failures, as Democrats refused to hold up
their end of the compromise, which was to protect the rights of African
Americans in the South.
The period after Reconstruction saw the rise of the Democratic "Redeemers"
in the South. The Redeemers vowed to take back the South from Republican
rule, which had been ousted after the 1876 election. They passed Jim Crow
laws, which segregated blacks and whites, and put voting restrictions on
blacks that wouldn't be outlawed until the next century. Jim Crow laws were
challenged in Plessy v. Ferguson, when the Supreme Court voted to uphold
the laws if and only if segregated facilities remained "separate but equal."

Sinmiyangyo

The United States expedition to Korea in 1871 also known as Sinmiyangyo
(Western Disturbance of the Year Sinmi year) was the first American military action in Korea. It took place
predominantly on and around the Korean island of Ganghwa. The reason for the presence of the American military
expeditionary force in Korea was to support an American diplomatic delegation sent to establish trade and
diplomatic relations with Korea, to ascertain the fate of the General Sherman merchant ship, and to establish a treaty
assuring aid for shipwrecked sailors. The isolationist nature of the Joseon Dynasty government and the assertiveness
of the Americans led to a misunderstanding between the two parties that changed a diplomatic expedition into an
armed conflict. The United States won a minor military victory, but as the Koreans refused to open up the country to
them (and as the U.S. forces in Korea did not have the authority or strength to press the issue) the United States
failed to secure their diplomatic objectives.

Religion During the 18th Century
The first Jews settled in America in 1654. Later, between the years of 1820 and 1880, about 250,000 Jews came to 
the U.S. Some of the reason for the emigration to the U.S. was, because Jews in Germany did not have many rights. 
They could not own land, run for office, or vote. Many of them became merchants, tradesman, and moneylenders. 
During the 1800’s, the German economy was changing from agriculture to industrial, so many non-Jewish farmers 
moved to the cities while others immigrated to America. This hurt the Jews who were selling goods and lending 
money to non-Jewish farmers. The opportunities that were available in American finally reached the Jews of
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Germany, so many fled there to gain some wealth. Not only did the economy cause the emigration, but also the fact
that the revolution against Germany failed in 1848. Some rights that were not being given to both Germans and Jews
were the right to a trial by jury and the freedom to hold meetings. The Jews were supporting the movement hoping it
would result inthem to earn rights as well. The revolution ended unsuccessfully. Some decided to immigrate to the
U.S. (Jewish Americans pg. 6-9).
In the later 1800’s and early 1900’s, many Jews began immigrating to America, even though their trips were
extremely uncomfortable and unsanitary, There were about three hundred tightly packed men and women on each
ship and they slept on bunk beds, some even three-tiered bunks. The bunk beds were about 6 feet long and 2 feet
wide and only about 2.5 feet separated each bunk. Belongings could only be kept on the bunk beds with the family,
which meant an individual could not pack much. One woman by the name of Sophia Kreitzberg was quoted saying
“…and when you scratched you head… you got lice on your hands” (Stone 15). The ships smelled terrible from all
the people and the boats were extremely dirty and filled with diseases and lice. The Jews were definitely not being
respected while being on the ships going to the U.S. They were served nonkosher meat and soup, which many
refused to eat. Instead, they had to eat whatever items they brought with them such as dried fruit, hardened break, or
cheese (Stone 16). Stone, Amy. Jewish Americans. Milwaukee: World Almanac Library, 2007. Print.
The most dramatic increase in the U.S. Catholic population occurred during the latter half of the 19th century, due to 
a massive influx of European immigrants from Ireland, Italy, Germany, Austria-Hungary, and the Russian Empire 
(mostly Poles). By 1850 Catholicism had become the United States' largest religious denomination, between 1860 
and 1890 the Catholic population tripled in large part due to immigration. This massive influx of Catholics to the 
United States would eventually lead a significant increase of power for the Catholic church, and will lead to a 
growing fear of the "Catholic menace" among the Protestant population of the United States. Anti-Catholic groups 
such as the "Know Nothings", the Orange Institution, the American Protective Association, and the Ku Klux Klan 
were openly "suspicious" of Catholics and regularly persecuted and discriminated against them [Catholics] with such 
acts as The Philadelphia Nativist Riot, "Bloody Monday", and the Orange Riots of New York City in 1871 and 1872 
([2]). Spawning out of this severe anti-catholic sentiment was a movement known as Nativism, which encouraged all 
native born American men (except the "real" Native Americans and African Americans) to rise up against foreigners. 
The first Nativist publication was actually called "The Protestant", with it's first edition being sold on January 2nd, 
1830. The editor of the "Protestant" was George Bourne, who used his publication to clearly convey his message that 
"the goal of the paper is centered around the denunciation of the Catholic faith" (The American Religious 
Experience, American Nativism, 1830-1845. Baker, Sean). Although anti-Catholic rhetoric was occasionally met 
with violence the nativists produced one of the greatest violent acts of the 1830's. On August 10, 1834 a mob of 40 to 
50 people gathered outside the Ursuline Convent school and burned it to the ground ([3]). The Ursuline Convent 
burning marked an underlying acceptance of the anti-Catholic movement. In 1834 F.B. Morse, a nativist leader who 
was a professor of sculpture and painting at New York University, wrote "The Foreign Conspiracies Against the 
Liberties of the United States", in which his basic message is centered around protecting the American birth right of 
liberty. The concern, and fear of the foreign and Catholic communities grew out of the Protestant fear of the 
monarchial tendencies of Catholicism, during this time urban areas were also starting to grow rapidly with the 
massive influx of immigrants who all congregated and lived in the same areas. Nativists saw this as an act of 
"clannishness", and an attempt to avoid or resist "Americanization." With the success of Morse, and his 
contemporary Lyman Beecher, the nativist movement reached a point where the public did not care whether the 
stories they heard were true or false, but began to accept works of fiction as truth as well. In 1836 Maria Monk 
authored a worked called "Awful Disclosures of the Hotel Dieu Nunnery of Montreal." In her book she tells of her 
experiences with Catholicism, which involved forced sexual intercourse with priests and the murdering of nuns and 
children, the book concludes with her [Maria] escaping to save her unborn child. Monk's mother denies her work, 
and said that Maria was never in a nunnery, and that a brain injury Maria received as a child may have been the 
cause of her stories. In the Midwest and northern sections of the country Catholics were seen as incapable of free 
thought and were said to be "anti-American Papists" because it was thought that they took every direction from the
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Pope in Rome. During the Mexican-American war Mexican Catholics were displayed in the media as silly or stupid
due to their "Papist superstition". It was because of the general attitude in America about Catholics that about 100
American Catholics, mostly recently immigrated Irish, fought against the United States in the Mexican-American
war. These men fought for the Mexicans and were known as "Saint Patrick's Battalion ([4]). In 1850, Franklin Pierce
presented several resolutions that would remove the restrictions on Catholics from holding public office in New
Hampshire, these resolutions that were, at the time, considered "pro-Catholic' were defeated (Battle of Religious
Tolerance," The World Almanac, 1950, 53). However as the 19th century passed, hostilities between Catholics and
Protestants eased due to the fact that many Irish Catholics fought alongside Protestants during the Civil War, for both
the North and the South.[5]

Education
Ex-slaves everywhere across the nation reached out for education. Blacks of all ages really wanted to know what was
in the books that had been only permitted to whites. With freedom they started their own schools and the classes
were packed days and nights. They sat on log seats or the dirt floors. They would study their letters in old almanacs
and in discarded dictionaries. Because the desire to escape slavery's ignorance was so great, ignoring their poverty,
many blacks would pay tuition, sometimes $1 or $1.50 a month.[6] Blacks and their white allies also saw a need for
colleges and universities, in this case to train teachers, ministers, and professionals for leadership. There were seven
colleges founded by the American Missionary Association, Fisk and Atlanta Universities, between 1866 and 1869.
The Freedoms Bureau helped to establish Howard University in Washington D.C. As well as Northern religious
groups, such as the Methodists, Baptists, and Congregationalists, supported dozens of seminaries and teachers’
colleges.[7] The earliest forms of education that blacks received was from the missionaries to convert them to
Christianity. The education of blacks was very low during the civil war, until Lincoln issued the Emancipation
Proclamation in 1863. The Department of Education was developed in 1867 to help start more effective schools
systems. Howard University was developed in Washington D.C. for black youth “in the liberal arts and sciences.”
The first public school day was in Boston in 1869.

Inventions
During the 1970s and 1980s there was a big battle going on of inventors trying to be the first to invent and patent the
telephone. The two inventors who took the lead parts in this battle were Alexander Graham Bell and Elisha Gray. In
the year 1875, Alexander Graham Bell took a huge step towards this goal when he used an electromagnetic machine
to transmit the sound of a steel reed. After this accomplishment, Bell took off and once he made his final prototype,
he applied his patent to the patent office in Washington D.C., on February 14, 1876 along with two other inventors.
Three weeks later, on March 7, Bell’s patent won out and was granted.
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Native Americans After The War
The Native Americans had to deal with many injustices during the Civil War. This did not change at wars end. While
the African Americans were trying to gain social and economic power, the Native Americans were being forced
further and further away. Though these people were indigenous to the continent, the U.S. Government made it clear
that they were not going to be citizens of this country. The native Americans were forced to live out in the west on
reservations. Their travel was restricted and scrutinized by government agents who monitored them. Traveling off
the reservations to hunt, fish or even visit the neighboring reservations was frowned upon by the Bureau of Indian
Affairs (BIA). Subsequently, they instituted a pass system in order keep them under control. This system required
the Natives to get a pass from the agents before they were allowed off the reservation.
White settlers also took issue with the Indians traveling on the trains. However, the Central Pacific Railroad in
Nevada granted the Native Americans permission to ride on top of the trains in exchange for their railroads being
allowed to cross through the reservations. Many of the Indian agents were unhappy with all of the free traveling the
Indians were getting away with. As a result they began writing letters to the BIA to try to stop them. One of these
Indian agents commented that "The injurious effects of this freedom from restraint, and continual change of place, on
the Indian, can not be over estimated".
With the 14th amendment the civil rights acts were contrived. For the Indians however, their positioning was made
clear. The Civil Rights Act of 1866 states, “That all persons born in the United States, and not subject to any foreign
power, excluding Indians not taxed, are hereby declared to be citizens of the United States".

Battle at Little Bighorn
In 1876, after a few uneventful confrontations, Col. George A. Custer and his small cavalry came across the Sioux
and some of their allies at the Little Bighorn River. To force the large Indian army back to the reservations, the Army
dispatched three columns to attack. One of these groups contained Lt. Custer and the Seventh Cavalry. They spotted
the Sioux village about fifteen miles away just along the Rosebud River, Custer also found a nearby group of about
forty men. He ignored orders to wait,and decided to attack before they could alert the main party. He was unaware of
how much he was outnumbered. The Sioux and their allies had three times as much force. Custer divided his forces
in three, He sent troops under control of Captain Frederick Benteen to try to stop them from escaping through the
upper valley of the Little Bighorn River. Major Marcus Reno job was to pursue the group, then cross the river, and
attack the Indian village in a conjunction with the remaining troops under his command. He Intended to strike the
Indian camp from the north and south, but he had no idea that he would have to cross a rough terrain in order to
achieve this. Once e came upon the mazes, bluffs nd ravines he realized his plan was ruined. As the Indians began to
decend upon them Custer ordered his men to shoot their horses and stack the carcasses in front of them in order to
form a wall, however this did not protect them against bullets. In less than an hour, Custer and all his men were
killed in one of the worst American military disasters of all time. After one more day of fighting, Reno and Benteen's
now unified forces fled when the Indians stopped fighting. They knew two more columns of soldiers were coming
towards them, so they escaped toward them. The massacre Custer would succumb to in his final battle completely
eclipsed any success he had in the Civil War. Custer was defeated and killed at the Battle of the Little Bighorn on
June 25, 1876,while fighting Native American tribes in a battle that has come to be known as "Custer's Last Stand".
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Women's History of the Period

Victoria Woodhull
In 1872 Victoria Woodhull became the first woman to run for President of the United States. She was nominated by
the Equal Rights Party on May 10. Though it is undisputed that she was the first female to run for president, the
legality of her petition is questioned; her name didn't actually appear on the ballot and she was under the age of 35
which is the required age for a presidential candidate according to the constitution. Woodhull did not receive any
electoral votes, but evidence supports that she received popular votes that were never counted.

Woman's Christian Temperance Union
The Woman's Christian Temperance Union was formed on December 22, 1873. Fredonia, New York is credited as
being the birthplace of the group. The temperance movement was a social movement that pushed for the reduction of
alcohol consumption. The movement spread all over the country, and women would go to bars and drug stores to
sing and pray. The National Woman's Christian Temperance Union was established in 1874 in Cleveland, Ohio. The
women demonstrated use of non violent protestation of the consumption of alcohol by praying in saloons. Often,
they were denied entrance and yelled at by patrons. The movement ultimately contributed to prohibition in America's
future.
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