Module Nine: Toward the Modern

In Module 9, let’s explore the transitions into the era of the modern as we explore the 20th century.  Here are our activities for module nine.  

· Read all linked materials.
· Linked Learning Materials: https://drive.google.com/?tab=mo&authuser=0#folders/0B-E6RGOU0UlPa1o2VGRoMWpJRUk

· Discussion 16:  Discuss the impacts of motion picture technology on the world of entertainment and mass media.
Guided Response:  Reply to at least 2 colleagues.  Discuss how the silent film era promoted stereotypes about ethnicity and gender in society.  Do films today still do this? Give examples to support your views.

· Discussion 17:  Discuss the impacts of social unrest and economic despair on the arts, such as the Mexican mural movement of the early 20th century.
Guided Response:  Reply to at least 2 colleagues.  Provide a 21st century example of social unrest/economic struggles influencing the arts/expression.

· Face-to-face Challenge Activity:  In the spirit of exploring the relationship between censorship, social revolution, and the arts, stage a mock trial in the classroom.  The case:  an individual whose artistic work has been banned for its offensiveness/inflammatory potential.  Divide the class into thirds.  One third comprises the defendant and the defense team, one third represents the prosecution, and the remaining third is the jury.  The instructor should be the “judge”, maintaining order and ensuring both sides get to debate their perspectives.  The goal of this activity is to generate a lively discussion about the power and controversy surrounding freedom of expression.

· Weekly Reflection:  Consider our readings on D.W. Griffiths and Birth of a Nation.  Write a 1-page reflection about the relationship between film media and expression, and how censorship impacts society as well as artists.  Provide a current example from art, film, or literature to support your ideas.
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